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Pick of the Week 


Guitarist Bill Miller plays in the li- 
brary conference center Monday, 
Oct. 22 at noon. Free admission. 


today. 


Another good choice 


The Faculty Art Show starts this week. 
Drop over to the Bentley vac eee 
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With the basketball season approach- — 


ing, the NECC men’s basketball team 
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Endangered services 


Areas could be phased out unless senate acts this year 


By HELEN UBINAS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The fate of the Student Health Services, the 
Office for Students with Disabilities, and a 
child care scholarship given by the Bright 
Horizons Children’s Center rests on the 
decisions made by the current and future 
NECC Student Senate Finance Committees. 

Last year’s committee agreed upon a three- 
year phase-out plan to decrease the funds to 
these areas by 25 percent annually over a three- 
year period, until they were no longer funded 
by the student activity budget. 

“Last year’s finance committee felt that 
these three areas should have been funded by 
the college itself because they are services for 
the students,” 
student activities, said. 

Limited control: The finance committee 
has the authority to allocate funds, but they do 
not to have the authority to make decisions 
that oyerextend their term of office, however. 

“In_order for this phase-out to continue, 
each year’s studentsenate has to vote approval,” 
Michaud said. 

Norm Landry, dean of academic affairs, 
confirmed that the phase-out is subject to the 
action and confirmation of each future senate, 
John R. Dimitry, NECC president, and the 
Board of Trustees 

“It’s required to be reviewed or it would 
Landry said. 

The phase-out plan was approved with the 
agreement that future senates would approve 
or disapprove the plan, therefore making the 
decision subject to change in the next two 
years. 

“One legislative body by decision cannot 
bind a future legislative body,” Dimitry said. 

Available resources: Since early February, 


not continue,” 


the student activity budget was the subject of 


Steve Michaud, director of 


I thought they (the student 
senate) wouldn’t approve the phase-out,” 
Michaud said. “They had a choice. They could 
have canceled all three at once or decided to 
forget about the phase-out. Several times, the 
student senate was close to a total phase-out. 
They changed their minds because they knew 
it wouldn’t be fair to the students or the faculty 
in the services.” 

This year’s finance committee has a choice 
between animmediate phase-out, disregarding 


H. Gill photo 
NECC STUDENT Rebecca Parker has blood pressure taken by Marion Parker as Pat 
Kepschull, program director, and Dr. Ralph Wade look on. 
much debate. Requests totaled $500,000 with 
$289,286 available. 

“At times, 


the current plan or continuing with it. 

Michaud said if last year’s senate chose 
immediate phase-out, he would not have 
approved it 

“T would have sent the budget back, and we 
would have spent many hours debating it.” 

Confusing situation: Patricia A. Kepschull, 
health care coordinator, said initially she was 
under the impression the finance committee 
“was singling out the staff members who are 


paid with student activities money.” 


(continued on page four) 


Some part-timers take pay cut 


By GREG J. JOINER 
Observer News Editor 


Part-time faculty member Jack Garvey has 
accused NECC administrators of acting in 
bad faith regarding their recent last-minute 
decision to transfer afternoon DCE courses 
back to the state-funded day division. 

The accusations began just before Labor 
Day when part-time teachers were informed 
that afternoon classes, which as of the late 
summer 1990 were part of the school’s 
higher-paying Division of Continuing 
Education(DCE), would revert back to the 
lower-paying day division. 

According to Garvey, members of the 
administration told part-timer’s they would 
receive the DCE rate of $1,500 per course 
rather than the day division rate of $1,243. 

Teachers misled: “We were led to believe 
we would get raises. In fact, we were listening 
to lies all summer. 

“There are a lot of people who got 
screwed... who, in effect, got ripped off at 
$257 a shot after having been ripped off for 
$118...last spring.” 

Last year, before DCE teachers received 
their new contract, they were paid $1,125 per 
course, as opposed to the $1,243 day division 
employees were paid. 

John R. Dimitry, NECC president, said 


the last minute decision to move the after- 
noon courses back to day division was made 
because Massachusetts legislators were late in 
drafting this year’s fiscal budget. 

Late budget: “It’s all driven by state fi- 
nances. We didn’t even know what our budget 
was until the middle of August. You can’t give 
assurances to anything until you know what 
your budget is. It came in very, very late this 
year. 

“We are making decisions now increasingly 
on the basis of financial survival. Often, we 
don’t have the lead time we used to have.” 

Garvey compares Dimitry’s switch of the 
courses to a well-planned robbery. 

“As far as I’m concerned, he has robbed 

e... Over two semesters, they’ve (adminis- 


trators) taken $375 from me as surely as if 


they walked into my house and stole it. It’s a 
rip-off.” 

Dimitry said, “Most people will never 
understand the weird, byzantine way the state 
does its finances.” 

Confusing situation: He continues, “I 
don’t blame Jack for not understanding it. 
Jack is an English major, not a finance 
major...If he is confused, I don’t blame him, 
it’s a confusing situation, but I am absolutely 
certain we did the right thing.” 

In an interview conducted by Merrimack 
Valley Sunday, Jack Aronson, faculty union 


president said, “The injustice is great, but 
there’s nothing we can do about it. 

“Now you know how frustrating it can be 
to deal with management that has the right to 
shift things around,” he said. 

Dimitry admits the instructors should have 
been notified earlier. 

Tough situation: “I’m sorry they are 
frustrated...and didn’t have more advance 
notice, but I think it’s understandable in light 
of what we didn’t know as to whether they 
would have any job at all. Don’t they un- 
derstand what is happening to the budget of 
NECC as well as the fiscal condition of the 
Commonwealth? 

“The Commonwealth is in a financial 
free-fall right now. I don’t care ifthey want to 
blame Dukakis or blame me. I didn’t create 
this budget collapse that is being imposed on 
us. 

“They certainly had the option of not 
teaching for us,” Dimitry said. 

Dimitry believes it’s unfair to blame him 
for the difference in pay between DCE and 
day division. 

“I don’t control,..the pay rate in DCE, it’s 
done by union contract. I wish the teachers 
would come up with a single union contract. 
It would make things a hell of a lot easier” 


(continued on page four) 
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Part-time 


Administrative decisio 


The recent last-minute decision by NECC ° 
administrators to revert aftefnoon DCE 
courses back to the contfol 6f the day 
division is simply unfairtopart-ume faculty 
members. 

Only days before the fall semester was 
set to begin, part-time faculty members 
were told they would have to teach 
afternoon courses at the day division rate 


of $1,243 as opposed to the DCE rate of 


$1,500. Because administrators waited so 
long toinform the instructors of the change, 
many had already turned down 
higher-paying jobs in order to remain at 
NECC. 

Unfair situation: While the 
administration admits the part-time 
teachers should have been informed earlier, 
they place the blame of the last minute 
decision on the Commonwealth. 

According to NECC President John R. 
Dimitry, “It’s all driven by state finances. 
We didn’t even know what our budget was 
until the middle of August. You can’t give 
assurances to anything until you know 
what your budget is.” 

Regardless of the state’s inability to 


problems 
n hurts some teachers 
Observer Editorials 


eliver ¢ budget on ume, 


cut so late into the summer. 

Lack of respect: 
conducted by 
Dimitry said he 


day-division rate). 


Instead, the part-time faculty were 


penalized $257 per course. 


Through the years, part-time instructors 
have had to bear the brunt of staff layoffs, 
inequity in salaries and an obvious lack of 
respect. This trend in employee relations 


must stop. 


The Observer hopes 


the respect they rightfully deserve. 


Correct past errors 


New senate should reject old phase out plans 


Last semester’s student senate introduced 
a phase-out plan intended to cut vital 
student services from the Student Activities 
Fund (SAF). The senate did not act in the 
bestinterests of the students they represent. 

The new senate has the option to cancel 
the phase-out and continue financing 
student health services and and the Office 
for Students with Disabilities (OSD) 
through the SAF. 

The phase-out plan intends to transfer 
funding for these areas from the SAF to 
NECC’s state-supported budget. This is 
not a wise idea. 

Safe source: With continuing budget 
cuts and the threat of Question 3 looming 
over the Massachusetts, state money is not 
likely to make up for these areas’ lost funds. 
The SAF isa fee-driven budget that depends 
on student enrollment, so it is safe from 
budget cuts and Question 3. 

Health services and OSD ultimately 
benefit students, so their dependence on 


Lennon’s val 


Yesterday, John Lennon would have been 
50. Almost 10 years after his murder, his 
loss is still deeply felt. 

Lennon made lasting contributions to 
music with the Beatles and through his 
solo work. He was labeled a communist, a 
lunatic and a heretic by some; a prophet by 
others. He was a vulnerable human being 
like all of us, however. 

Lennon’s philosophy of life is shown in 
its purest form through his lyricsin Imagine: 

Imagine no possestons/ I wonder if you 
can/ No need for greed or hunger/ A 
brotherhood of man. 

Imagine all the people/Sharing all the 
world. 


You maysay 'madreamer/ But I'm not 


the SAF is justified. 


A variety of services are provided by 
health services, including vaccinations, 
family planning, treatment for common 
ailments, advice and emergency services. If 
health services were cut from the SAF, it 
would be reduced to little more than a 
medicine cabinet. The students deserve 
better health services than one person 
dolling out aspirin and cough drops would 


provide. 


Important area: NECC hasareputation 
of providing for disabled students, and 
Although 
OSD is not totally dependent on the SAF, 
state funds are not likely to make up the 
difference if the senate’s OSD allocation is 


these services are in jeopardy. 


phased out. 
In the end, 
these services will suffer. 


The senate represents the students, and 
their interests would be best served by 


scrapping the phase-out plan. 


ues missed 


Musician’s dream 


“Imagine no possestons/ I 
wonder if you can/ No need 
for greed or hunger/ A broth- 
erhood of man.” 


the only one/ I hope some day you'll join us 


Ana the world can live as one. 


All people have faults, and Lennon had 
his share, but his idealism, his commitment 
to peace and love and his tireless probing of 


society’s values is sorely missed. 


NECC Observer 


Elliott Way 
Editor 
News Editor 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 
Features Editor 

Sports Editor 

Advertising Agent 

Photo Editors 


Mass 01830 (50 


Haverhill, 


Adviser 
Ss ¢ foram dedica' 


& eolurans are alway 
t isstics from Northern lege 
Wwe reserve the right to edit all maternal. Copy for the n 


8) 374-5849 


Gavin Sutcliffe 

Greg J. Joiner 
Chns Drogos 
Rachel Widger 
Laura A. Migliori 
Taqua Anne Turner 
Steve Mills 

Melanie Taylor Association, 
Joseph T. LeBlanc 1989, 1990 


ted to the ideals of quality journalism. 


Associated 
Collegiate Press 
Regional 

cr, 1989, 

1990 


Medalist Award 


Pace 


concem 
© eae 


welcome, RAY if the 
cx Community 


our hands by October 17. 


it's simply 
unfair for the administration to blindside 
part-timers by informing them of this pay 


In an interview 
Merrimack Valley Sunday, 
“gave some thought” to 
leaving, the afternoon classes under the 
wing of DCE, but decided against the 
move because it would “penalize” students 
$23 per credit. (DCE courses are $66 per 
credit compared to the $43 a credit 


NECC 
administrators realize the vital role part-time 
teachers play in the everyday function of 
this institution and start to treat them with 


the students who rely on 
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Vote ‘Yes’ for illiteracy 
on Question 3 this fall 


By BRIAN CORRIGAN 

Observer Staff Reporter 

Anyone who has, or is planning to have, 
children in Lawrence, Lowell, or Haverhill 
and who wants them to receive the worst 
possible education money can buy should 
vote yes on Question 3 this November 6. 

A yes vote on Question 3, the Citizens for 
Limited Taxation petition, is a kick to the 
groin of every student and future student in 
the area’s public school system. 

The devastation of Proposition 2 1/2 on 
education was small potatoes compared to 
what will be seen ifthe CLT initiative is passed 
in November. In 1980, local schools, which 
were hampered by the limited taxation, were 
bailed out by the state. In 1991, there will be 
no one to stop the boat from sinking. 

Terrible toll: The effect on Lawrence 
public schools according to James Scully, 
superintendent of schools, will be “devastat- 
ing.” In a city whose high school students 
have the lowest SAT scores in the state, any 
further decline in the quality of education 


Snack machine 


By MELINDA SUE DUGAS 

Observer Staff Reporter 

The great and mighty vending machines. 
One invention to make life easier, and save 
time and money. Always there, never closed 
for business. Clean, safe, dependability at a 
low cost... Right? So say the people who sell 
them. 

Vending machines come in all colors, sizes, 
and even ones that flash lights at you. Now we 
even get the talking machine. 

A few weeks ago, I used one of these talking 
machines to get a drink. After I got my drink, 
I noticed three young girls were giggling and 
looking at me. It seems I was unconsciously 
talking back to the machine. What can I say? 
Whensomeone, (or thing) says, “One moment 
please” or “Thank you,” I just automatically 

y, “Fine” or “You’re welcome.” 

Many machines: NECC has its share of 
vending machines. Must be some kind of non 
credit course or something. You know, get the 
drink you want and the correct change five 
times in a row,-and you have your prerequisite 
for any credited course offered. 

I’ve never met a vending machine that 
didn’t at some time give me problems. 

First, let’s look at the drink machine. You 
either have the cup and no liquid; ora crooked 
cup so when all the liquid goes down the drain, 
you reach to straighten the cup and receive 
second degree burns from hot coffee; or you 
get liquid and no cup; and the best one, a nice 
cup of hot milk water(The machine’s out of 


To the editor: 

Some school administrations are trying to 
censor students on campuses around the 
country. 

The administrations are trying to prevent 
what happen during the 60s, which were 
founded on the idea that students had a right 
to freedom of speech on campus. 

This censorship is a violation of the first 
amendment of the U.S. Constitution 


Observer Column 


would be nothing but devastating. Loss of 
athletic programs will result in kids being 
thrown out into streets which are somewhat 
less than friendly. 

The negative impact of CLT approval on 
Lawrence and other cities in Massachusetts 
can not be understated. In her infinite wisdom, 
Barbara Anderson, CLT president, 
explains,” You’ve got to hit them with a 2 by 
4 to get their attention.” 

Unfair target: O.K., Barb, but pick on 
someone your own size. If you and your pals 
at the Massachusetts High Technology 
Council are so fed up with the ineptitude of 
Dukakis, Keverian, and Co., then hit them 
with the 2 by 4 (hell, Pll even hold their hands 
behind their backs—well, at least-Dukakis’ ). 
But leave the millions of children, whose 
future—and ours—depends on their getting 
a quality education, alone. 

Question 3. Vote ‘yes’ for illiteracy. 


horror stories 
Observer Column 


water). 

The snack machines are no better. Push a 
button for cookies and get chips. Push the 
chips button and get gum. You just can’t seem 
to make it do anything right, then the five 
people behind you use the machine with no 
problem at all. Don’t you get the feeling the 
machine just doesn’t like you? 

Lost money: They’re thieves too. How 
many times have you lost money? I wish I had 
a refund for all the money over the years stolen 
by a vending machine over the years. 

Who fills and takes care of these metal 
wonders? I have never seen a vending machine 
worker in my life. They seem to come in the 
middle of the night when no one is looking. 
What are you supposed to do? At 9 p.m. who 
will give you a refund? What a racket. Think of 
all the money we have given them. A dollar is 
not a big deal when you’re talking about one 
person, but I’m talking thousands, millions of 
people. 

Who cleans them? I know someone must. I 
hope someone does. Think about how many 
hands go into that little opening, and how 
many cold, flu, and other germs are on those 
hands. Isn’t that germ warfare? 

Fools. Yes, fools! We should be investing 
our money in vending machine stock to get 
rich, not buying the stuff. 


Observer Letter _ 


Students are the leaders of tomorrow and 
have been a force that has helped change 
history. Like in China, Poland, East Germany 
and even in the U.S. 

I hope that the administration at NECC 
will not follow this action of censorship. 

Sincerely, 


Jim Bradley 


Eo 
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Fall is time for disappointment 


By JOHN CORTES 
Observer Staff Reporter 


In the spring, a young man’s fancy turns to 
baseball. In the fall, a Red Sox fan’s brain 
turns to mush. Hold onto your hats, ladies 
and gents, it’s pennant fever time again and 
time to pray. 

Please Lord, just let them win it all once. 
Just once. I can wait for world peace. I don’t 
need to win Megabucks. I don’t want fifteen 
minutes of fame, give someone else half an 
hour. Just once. P'Il go to church. Pll clean my 


room. [Il listen to Barry Manilow records. 


Please, just once before I die. 

For those of you who might not be familiar 
with pennant fever in Boston, here’s how it 
works: 

1. Opening Day. 

2. Win a few, lose a few. 

3. Start winning, just enough to slip into 
first place. 

4. Fair weather fans jump on the Red Sox 
bandwagon. 

5. Start losing, just enough to slip out of 
first place. 

6. Fair weather fans jump off the Red Sox 
bandwagon. 

7. All: “Just wait ‘til next year!” 

8. Repeat steps 1-7. 

Every year [ tell myself not to get involved. 

The conscience: “Don’t doit, man. They’re 
just going to let you down again.” 

The idiot: “No, no, they’ve got a chance 
this year. Look at the talent.” 

The conscience: “I’m telling you, don’t 
do this to yourself.” 

The idiot: “No, really, it’s going to be 
different this time. I mean it.” 

The conscience: “OK, have it your way. 
Just don’t come crying to me at the end of the 
season.” 

The idiot: (starting to cry) “No! They can 
do it, I know they can!” 

The conscience: “What an idiot.” 

As time goes by: Idiot or not, I know 


Will the Red Sox 
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they’ll win someday. Just once, that’s all I ask. 
They have to, right? It’s the law of averages. 
The Sox haven’t won a World Series for 72 
years. If] live another 60 years and they don’t 
win, that will be 132 years. They have to win 
at least once every 132 years. Don’t they? 
By the time my grandfather was my age, 
our beloved Red Sox had won five world 
championships. Mind you, they haven’t won 
since. Of course, the not so beloved Yankees 
have won 22 World Series in that time span. 


Come on fellas, stop hogging them all! 

Take a few one year-old Oakland A’s fans. 
They can’t even remember Rollie Fingers or 
pronounce Jose Canseco, but they’ve seen 
more world champs than I have in 21 years. 

It’s not that the Sox haven’t tried. Oh 
God, how they’ve tried. They just have a 
knack for grabbing victory from the jaws of 
defeat, and then accidentally dropping it back 
in, 

Recent history: Remember 1986? Of 
course, you do. Dave Henderson and game 
three against the Angels (grabbing victory 
from the jaws of defeat). And then game six 
against the Mets (grabbing defeat from the 


The sad truth 


“They gust have a knack 
for grabbing victory from 
the jaws of defeat, and 
then accidentally drop- 
ping it back in.” 


jaws of victory). Poor Bill Buckner had an 
excellent career. He made only one mistake. 
He played baseball for the Boston Red Sox in 
the World Series. That’s just asking for trouble. 

Fisk’s heroics: How about 1975? Game 
six? Carlton Fisk? You remember Pudge Fisk, 
don’t you? He’s the Chicago catcher who has 
been hitting all those home runs off Boston 
pitching for the last ten years. 

Remember 1978? No?!? You must be 
suffering from Bucky Dentophobia. 

I'd go on, but I can’t stand crying on my 
typewriter. 

When the movie Die Hard came out, I 
thought it was going to be about Red Sox 
fans. Die Hard 2 came out this year. Still 
nothing, so I made a couple phone calls to 
Hollywood. Die Hard 3 is going to have 
Bruce Willis in the bleachers witnessing the 
Sox first world championship in 72 years 
when, just before the final out, terrorists take 
over Fenway Park. 

Pennant fever. Two words that strike fear 
into the hearts of Sox fans everywhere. We try 
to resist, but we can’t help ourselves. It’s like 
love. No matter how many times you get 
hurt, you’re always dumb enough to try it 
again. And again. And again. Please let us 
have a happy October.... just once. 


go all the way this year? 


Mark Maciarielle, liberal arts. 
“They probably won’t. They always 
mess up.” 


Frank West, liberal arts. 
They’re going to win. Oakland has 
more hitters and better pitching, 


but I think we can beat them. We 
have before.” 


Randy Rogers, liberal arts. 

“I think they are going to win it 
because they have five good starters. 
They need a reliever, though. They 
never should have gotten rid of Lee 
Smith.” 


Sei € 


Mike McCabe, general studies. 
“J think they will, but I’m not real _ fer. 
sure of their chances. I’m pretty 
positive they will, though. The 
majority seems to think so.” 


Ken Black, liberal arts. 
“About 50-50. They need a good 
start in pitching.” 


Harriet Brown, business trans- 


“I think they have a great chance 
and they’re going to make it.” 


would be great.” 


Julie Felch, liberal arts. 


“T think they’re in tough shape be- 
cause I don’t think they’re that 


good.” 


S. Mills’ photos 


Tammy Bruno, liberal arts. 

“No way. I like the Sox but I like 
Jose Canseco. Oakland has beat 
them before. I hope they do, that 


Dan Helinski, accounting. 

“T doubt it. Oakland is too strong. 
They’re only one game behind like 
they were last year.” 


Richard Auclair, commercial art. 
“No. The Sox are missing some- 
thing. Oakland is going to have to 
play a bad game, and Boston has to 
play their best baseball ever.” 
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program 
speaker 
File photo 
NANCY GERTNER will 


speak at NECC on Oct. 
24. 


Student Health Services 
threatened by budget ax 


(continued from page one) 

Kepschull did not understand the phase- 
out because at first it just pertained to staff paid 
by the funds, and later it turned into a total 
phase-out. 

“The bottom line is that it got out ofhand,” 
she said. 

This year, Student Health Services began to 
charge for vaccinations, which used to be free. 
Kepschull said the cuts have already hit hard. 

“By the end of the year, we'll have a hard 
time making ends meet.” 

Donna Montalbano, part-time nurse at 
student health services, said, “Students come 
into the health office because they don’t have 
the time or money to go someplace else.” 

Varying treatments: The center services 
students with advice, treatment for their injuries 
and examinations. Problems ranging from a 
bleeding broken nail to strep throatare handled. 

Montalbano said they have statistics and 
documentation to show how much they help 
students. 

“Since school began, we’ve had nine 
accidents, and during the summer, which is 
our slow period, we gave 474 vaccination 
shots. I don’t think the senate fully understood 
the magnitude of our services.” 

Bette Neumyer, part-time secretary and 
medical assistant, said, “They saw no reason for 
us to be here. They found us to be unnecessary 
without looking into our services.” 

Disputed decision: Kepschull said the senate 
did not make a fair decision. Ironically, last 
semester a couple of students from the senate 
were sick and spent a lot of time in the office. 

“Tt was a comical confrontation,” she said. 
“They kept saying they were just against the 
funding of salaries. That was their song and 
dance until the very end.” 

Although the new finance committee can 
vote to override last year’s decision, they can 
also continue with the phase-out. 

“If they have powerful, compelling 
arguments, I'll listen carefully regardless of the 
decision made,” Dimitry said. 

Landry said he hopes the new senate ignores 
the phase-out because he feels the school should 
have health care services, the Office for Students 
with Disabilities (OSD), and the child care 
scholarship. 

Handicapped students: OSD, which is 
partially funded through the student activity 
budget, also faces possible phase-out. According 
to Linda Comeau, OSD director, the money is 
used for equipment for disabled students. She 
said without the money, “We will not be able 
to have things like tapes, tape recorders or 
other equipment that disabled students use.” 

“It’s an attack on us. I don’t know how we 
will survive and provide services without the 
money. The senate did not realize how many 
services and students will be affected,” she said. 

Judith Tye, coordinator, Early Childhood 


Education, had not heard about the phase-out 
of the child care scholarship. 

Most parties involved feel the phase-out 
will not go through. 

illogical thinking: Dimitry said, “One thing 
I predict is that next year and the year after, 
there will be less Commonwealth money, so it 
was unrealistic for the senate to think these 
services will get funding from the 
Commonwealth. At the time, the state wasn’t 
as desperate, but even then it was somewhat 
unrealistic.” 

Both the Student Health Service and the 
Office for Students with Disabilities plan to 
make students aware of their services to the 
students and the school. 

Dimitry said, “The biggest theme is health 
care. On disabilities, they are on doubtful 
ground. The last thing I’m going to do is tell 
students with disabilities to get lost. As far as 
the scholarship, it’s probably a good 
recommendation. I don’tthink students should 
take their hard earned money and pay for this. 
I think it should be funded by federal or state 
government.” 

This year’s finance committee will have to 
confront the issue of phase-out. Michaud said 
he guarantees a lot of debate. 

“There will always be funding for Health 
Services and O.S.D. I don’t know about child 
care, but I hope so.” 

“There is one thing people should be aware 
of. The senate has the right to debate where the 
money will go. Last year’s students stressed 
their points whether they were right or wrong,” 
Michaud said. 

Changes possible: Landry said the 1991 
student activity budget is good and healthy. 

“It is one of the best budgets in our 
institution. I don’t think it’s sound to phase 
out, but I’m hoping the new students will see 
that.” 

Dimitry said the students of NECC should 
elect some good people to the student senate 
and see how the money is being spent. 

“Students need to be open minded. Timing 
is important. This is not the best time to 
recommend cuts for the state to take over,” 
Michaud said. 

Landry said, “This should be a very 
interesting and controversial year.” He said the 
school is going to get hit with a lot of the state’s 
tough budget issues which will make the student 
activity fund much more critical to the school’s 
operation. 


Question Three, the Citizens for Limited 
Taxation initiative, is a minor factor in this case. 

Dimitry said, “Oddly enough, the money 
in the student activities fund is the most secure 
part of the college, in regards to CLT. None of 
this is Commonwealth money. They can’t take 
money away which they never gave us. This is 
student money.” 


Hot subject 
to be aired 


Gertner topic: Women v. fetus 


By JANICE BENOIT 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Members of the Paralegal Advisory Commit 
tee went on safari and bagged a big one 

Attorney Nancy Gertner, who presently 
represents Matthew Stuart, will be at NECC 
Oct. 24 in the Bentley Library at 7:30 p.m 

Her topic of discussion is “Women \ 
Fetus: Prosecuting Women tor Addictions,” 

Gertner first made a name for herself de 
fending Susan Saxe in 1975. Saxe was indicted 
for a murder felony in connection with the 
death of a police officer who responded to an 
alarm at an Allston bank and was shot. 

“In a tactical move, Gertner rested her 
case before the prosecution could enter 
damaging evidence of Saxe’s guilt” wrote 
Joan Vennochi of the Boston Globe staff. “With 
the jury unable to reach a verdict, a mistrial 
was declared.” 

Gertner has represented a myriad of cases 
with different issues. 

Her trial experience encompasses state 
and federal levels from civil to criminal liti- 
gation. 

Women's rights: “The danger (the 
growing threat to women’s rights) rests on 
the notion that a pregnant woman has obli- 
gations above and beyond the rest of us. 
Obligations that can be enforced by criminal 
law,” Anita Diamant, a Globe magazine col- 
umnist, wrote in her article, The Defense 
Never Rests. 

“This means taking a woman, splitting her 
in two, and claiming she did something to her 
own body that is subject to a separate offense. 

“The premise is that there is something 
growing inside a women, which by the third 
trimester has rights superior to hers. 

“If women can’t choose when to be a 
mother, or whether to be a mother, then all 
the protections of the discrimination laws are 
essentially a nullity. I really think ifwe lose this 
right, other losses will follow,” she wrote. 

Students and faculty are looking forward 
to seeing and listening to Gertner. 

“] disagree with her legal stand on not 
prosecuting a female when she is pregnant. 
I’m very closed-minded about it. Maybe I’ll 
be more open-minded and understand her 
point of view,” Judy Field, paralegal student, 
said. 

Open mind: Anne Bruner, paralegal stu- 
dent, said, “I would be interested in hearing 
her talk about Women v Fetus. I’m not sure 
how I feel about it. I’m interested in hearing 
her legal stand point - why she believes they 
have a right to drink or use drugs and not be 
prosecuted if something is wrong with the 
baby. 

“TI don’t understand why a person involved 
in an accident, hits a woman who is pregnant, 
the baby dies and that person can be changed 
with vehicular homicide. 

“There is a fine distinction there. I would 
like to hear how she is going to handle that.” 

Sue Chisholm, paralegal student said, “I 
would enjoy seeing how women lawyers 
present themselves. It will help me in the 
future by showing one how to present both 
sides of an issue. 

“T feel a certain pride in her coming. I am 
a member of the Paralegal Club. We are 
involved in sponsoring her coming.” 


The students have different reasons for 
coming and different expectations. What they 
all want is to become more knowledgeable. The 
faculty anticipates her arrival for the applicatory 
lessons that can be gained from listening to 
Gertner 

“I think it is important for people in one 
class to understand that much of what we talk 
about is relevant outside of the class,” Sandra 
DeVellis, associate professor, department of 
behavioral sciences, said. “That there are other 
people looking at that issue from a slightly 
different perspective. 

Objectivity needed: “My students get my 
perspective. I try to present a balanced point 
of view. But every other person you hear 
talking about the same issue presents another 
dimension.” 

When a topic is this relevant to what I am 
teaching (child psychology), we are going to 
use it as part of the class experience.” 

Mary Harada, professor, department his- 
tory & government, said she would definitely 
encourage her law students to attend. “It 
involves a serious constitutional question. 
The students should to and listen to a woman 
who takes a very strong view on the Bill of 
Rights and what is stands for.” 

John Guarino, professor department of 
history & government said, “It is important 
for the students to see a practicing lawyer, and 
hear how she discusses and presents her ar- 
guments. It is valuable quite irrespective of 
the notoriety of her current clients or the 
controversy stand she may be taking on par- 
ticular issues.” 

Virginia Noonan, coordinator paralegal 
program and member of the advisory com- 
mittee, said her name came up as a possible 
candidate for annual speaker because she had 
been involved with the committee studying 
gender bias in the Massachusetts courts 

“There were many reasons for asking 
Gertner to speak. First, she is a very prominent 
attorney. She is well known in civil rights and 
trial court circles,” Noonan said. 

Other speakers: “I thought she was a 
person the students and community would 
enjoy hearing from. We also wanted to bal- 
ance out our speakers.” In the past there have 
been three men, district circuit judge David 
Munzoni; attorney James St. Claire, who 
represented President Nixon in the Watergate 
hearings; and J. Albert Johnson, who spoke 
on the collapse of the Massachusetts court 
system. 

“Gertner can make them think,” Noonan 
said. “It is a topic people are impassioned 
about. I think it is good exposure for the 
student to see someone who is so well known 
and hear different perspectives.” 

Herbert Phillips, chairman of the advisory 
committee, said the Paralegal Studies Program 
was devised by Dr. Usha Sellers to become 
one of the “flagships” of NECC. Atention 
was given to find good faculty and to provide 
a program that meets with American Bar 
Association approval. 

Harada said this is a serious issue for 
students. 


“I want them to have an informed opin- 
ion, nota knee jerk emotional response. That 
is the difference between being educated and 
not educated,” Harada said. 


Part-timer angry over pay cut 


(continued from page one) 

Budget slashed: Because of the state’s 
financial problems, Dimitry said DCE will 
again assume control of the spring semester’s 
afternoon classes. 

“I’m going to do it again because we’re 
caughtin the same damn problem. Our budget 
is being pounded. 

“In most colleges, the part-timers are just 
laid-off, period. We are one of the few colleges 
that has the brain power to say, ‘okay, let’s see 


if we can’t get these same people re-employed 
through the DCE during the day-time.’ In 
most areas, they would just say, ‘Sorry there 
is no work for you in the springtime. Come 
back in the fall.’” 

Regardless, Garvey is still angry about the 
past semesters’ pay decrease. 

“To me, personally, it’s a financial loss. 
What would you do if you bumped into 
somebody...who ripped you off $375?” 
Garvey said. 
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New 


group 
begins 


Program attempts 
to educate about stress 


By MARK PADELLARO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The NECC Counseling Center recently began a program 
which is designed to approach and discuss the different aspects 
of everyday stress and to develop techniques to manage it. 

Elizabeth Glenn, counseling intern and the program’s 
facilitator, said the program allows people to acknowledge 
their problems together. 

“The main purpose of the group is to have people get 
together and learn how they can deal with stress in creative 
ways,” Glenn said. “What they will learn in the group can 
impact on them and help them throughout their lives.” 

Group settings: The people will be in groups to make the 
program more interactive and various activities will divert 
away from lecture type discussions. Discussion will include 
dealing with everyday stress, dealing with day-to-day situations, 
and discussions on different perspectives of specific situations. 

“We will discuss how to look at a situation so instead of the 
situation creating anxiety, the person dealing with it can feel 
that he or she has some control over it,” she said. 

Visualizations of certain events or situations will be con- 
ducted in order for the person to prepare himself for the real 
thing. 

Overlooked problem: Glenn feels stress is commonly ig- 
nored and has been a problem for some years now. This is the 
time to deal with it, she said. 

Roberta Vitale, freshman nursing group and women’s 
group facilator, said the Stress Management Program is a 
great opportunity for people to deal with their everyday 
problems. 

“T would strongly urge anybody in any age group to join 
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BETTY COYNE, DIRECTOR of counseling and industry 
career advising. 


the Stress Management Group,” Vitale said. “People deal 
with stress on a day in-day out basis, but if they don’t try to 
do some stress management, they’ll end up with stress crisis all 
the time.” 

Long-term benefits: Awareness of the stress techniques is 
an important realm which will help them later on in life, she 
said. 

In most cases, the individual often fails to recognize his or 
her own problem. Many people are unaware of their problems 
and the effects they may encounter both physically and 
mentally. The group will approach issues together and discuss 
ways to resolve problems, she said. 

“Sometimes it is very difficult for people to recognize their 
own problems,” Vitale said. “When somebody else verbalizes 
the problem, the other person is able to relate to that 
problem.” 

Marc Maccini, men’s group and goal setting workshops 


Stress management 


“People deal with stress on a day in- 
day out basis, but if they don’t try to 
do some stress management, they'll 
end up with stress crisis all the 
time.” 


facilator, said stress can have a number of causes, some of 
which relate to intellectual problems, lack of sleep, malnutri- 
tion, and the environmental community. He feels the group 
can offer the answers to people’s problems. 

“Tt can teach people that most of us go through the same 
sorts of processes internally, and we feel the same sorts of 
pressures,” Maccini said. “To know other people feel the same 
way or are dealing with the same kind of pressures can help.” 

“The group has the potential to be tremendously effec- 
tive,” he said. “Stress management can give people the 
practical tools they need to work with stress.” 

Perfect opportunity: Betty Coyne, director of counseling 
and industry career advising, feels the Stress Management 
Program is a perfect opportunity for victims of stress to learn 
and cope with their pressures. 

“T think it’s very important that people learn to deal with 
their stress so that they don’t feel overcome,” Coyne said. “We 
believe that people have many stresses and conflicts, so we are 
trying to help people to learn how to manage their stress.” 

She said some stress management workshops have been 
done for several classes. The paralegal and some of the health 
and human service programs have taken part, and the doors 
are open to any class or group that wishes to attend. 

Other stress management workshops will be offered based 
on what people want. Meetings are scheduled to run through 
the beginning of December. 

Coyne said the program looks reassuring in participation 
and attendance. 

“Every semester we have offered these workshops, and 
people have responded very well,” she said, adding she is 
hoping the good turnouts will continue. 

For further information or questions on the Stress Man- 
agement Group or any other personal counseling groups, 
contact Coyne at (508) 374-3790 in the Counseling Center, 
F-121. 


Program aims to enhance teacher preparation 


By ED BRADLEY 


Observer Staff Reporter 


In its efforts to be responsive to the needs of 
its students and the education profession, 
NECC has designed a new teacher prepara- 
tion program which it hopes to start in the 
spring ‘91 semester. 

The course is designed to create a strong 
foundation in the arts and sciences and an 
introduction to the teaching profession 
through classroom instruction and out of 
classroom program activities. 

Changes coming: Because of interest 
expressed by John Dimitry, NECC president, 
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the program was put together by Usha Sell- 
ers, chairperson of social sciences, with assis- 
tance from NECC staff members Bonnie 
Flythe, Sandra DeVellis, Paula Strangie and 
Mary Prunty. 

Sellers said there will be a large reform in 
the state’s teacher certification program in 
the near future, which will make currently 
certified teachers upgrade their education 
and skills, thus increasing the prestige of the 
teaching profession. 

New teaching programs will prepare stu- 
dents for the new certification requirements, 
and this teacher preparation course lays the 
groundwork for these new programs. 

Growing profession: Sellers said teaching 
will be among the fastest growing jobs in the 


‘90s, according to the Mass. Division of 
Employment Security. She said opportunities 
in the teaching field will be available for a 
number of reasons, including: 
Q) the retirement of existing teachers and 
administrators; 
Q) a shortage of minority and multi- 
cultural teachers; 
O increasing use of technology in society; 
Q) and illiteracy (1 in 5 Americans). 
Future faculty: New teachers emerging 
not only with knowledge, but also with ex- 
perience and expertise will be capable of 
filling these teaching posts. 
An informational session will be held on 
Mon. Oct. 15, from 12 to 1 p.m. in C-207. 
Call 374-3969 for information packet. 


TRANSFER 
eis oe DAY 


Tuesday 
20 
November 
1990 


Student Center Cafeteria 
10ra.m. tO. 12°30 p.n1: 


The 
Right Type 


End Frustration Over 
Typewriters, papers etc. 


STUDENT RATES 


Contact: Mary Ellen Moulton 
Let me make you look good 


(603) 382-9559 
Plaistow, N.H. 


Student 
Tutors Needed 


(except in: Reading, Writing, 
and Math Classes) 

If you want to: 

I> Eam extra money 

(> Help others 

I Keep up on your 

own skills 

Become an Academic Support 
Center Peer Tutor and make 
$5.00 per hour 
Contact: Penny Kelley or Pat Rose 
Peer Tutor Program, Room C-201 
Academic Support Center 


374 - 5809 
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Busy lecture 


Caring group 


LINDA COMEAU, Social Club adviser, makes point during recent meeting. 
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Social Club teaches 
leadership to many 


By KRISTA WOOD 
Observer Staff Reporter 


NECC’s Social Club and its advisers Linda 
Comeau and Phil Dandurant help students 
develop their people skills. 

The club was created about six years ago 
because of a need for students’ social 
education. 

“This type of component helps the students 
bond with the college,” Comeau said. 

Club activities: Students feel comfortable 
and accepted by the club, which also enables 
them to develop leadership qualities. Mem- 
bers are involved in fund raisers and doing 
good deeds. Last year they sponsored a food 
drive and worked with the Emmaus House, a 
local homeless shelter. 

Although the Social Club is open to all, it 
tends to have many disabled students. 

Comeau said, “This is good because it 
allows people to see the disabled students 
running a club and doing fund raisers.” 

They have meetings, guest speakers and 
outings. About 30 people go to the outings 
but meetings usually attract about half of that 
number. 


Friendly people 


“Students feel comfortable 
and accepted by the club, 
which also enables them to 
develop leadership qualities.” 


“The reason is that there are many other 
activities meeting at the same time we do. If 
students cannot make it to the meetings, they 
are welcome to join the other activities,” 
Comeau said. 

Guest lectures: Some of the upcoming 
events include the election of officers, guest 
speakers and a film about women and dis- 
abilities. One speaker, Steve Romano, a former 
writer for the New York Times , will discuss 
disabilities and the media on Oct. 22. 

The club meets each Monday at 11 a.m. in 
C-113. It is open to all and students are 
encouraged to attend. Contact Comeau in F- 
133 for details. 


season 


ahead 


Behavioral science speaker series 


By CECILIA M. GOODRICH 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Local psychiatric crisis intervention at the 
Hale Hospital will be the focus of this 
semester’s field trip for the Behavioral Science 
Club. 

The first eight students to contact club 
adviser John Whittle in C-372 will accom- 
pany him to the facility on Oct. 15 and learn 
about psychiatric emergencies and the first 
step in their treatment: crisis intervention. 

The club meets every Monday from 11 
a.m. to noon in C-305 and is open to all 
interested students and faculty. 

The group prides itself on the variety of 
speakers and topics slated to appear on campus 
this semester, Whittle said. 

Future lectures: Speakers booked in the 
next three months include Jim Cropper, di- 
rector of Crisis Services of the North Essex 
Health Resource Center on Oct. 22. His 
presentation will focus on crisis management. 

On Oct. 29, Ramona Garcia will discuss 
parapsychology, the study of telepathy and 
clairvoyance. 

Adult Children of Alcoholics will be the 
topic and the treatment of their issues will be 
discussed by Dorothy McKenzie, psycho- 
therapist, on Nov. 5. McKenzie has a private 
practice and has dealt with adult child issues 
for several years. 

Touching movie: On Nov. 19, Nobody’s 
Child , starring Marlo Thomas, will be shown 
in A-124 in preparation for the arrival of 
Marie Balter-whose life the movie is based on. 

Balter will speak in the Learning Resource 
Center of the campus library from 11 a.m. to 
noon that same day. 

Her presentation, titled: Viston of Hope , is 
from her own personal victories after her 
struggle with depression and commitment to 
Danvers State Hospital for 20 years. 

Brave woman: Whittle, described Balter 
by saying “Despite overwhelming losses in 
her life, this courageous woman went on to 
graduate both from Salem State and Harvard 
University and is presently working at Danvers 
State Hospital to help others cope with mental 
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JOHN WHITTLE, Behavioral Science 
Club adviser, has many lectures planned 
for the upcoming school year. 


illness.” 

Balter also wrote the book Sing No Sad 
Songs, which is available at the campus 
bookstore. 

On Nov. 26, the video Don’t Give Up On 
Me Now will be viewed. It focuses on child 
abuse and will be followed by a discussion. 

After the Thanksgiving break, the next 
presentation will be given in C-305 on 


December 3 by Dr. Peter Swartz on childhood 
sexual abuse. 


Final presentation: The Chinese Perspective 
will be presented by John Kronenvetter, the 
last speaker of this semester. 

This will interest anthropology and 
government majors, behavioral science 
students, the majority of club members and 
liberal arts students. 


For more information on these events, 
contact Whittle at 374-5882. 


Cooperative Education combines school and work 


By STEVE GIGLIO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Cooperative education provides an opportu 
nity to combine both a job and class work 
Clair Nassar, a social work major at NECC, 
found a job at the Holy Family Hospital in 
Methuen through the Co-op program 
“I’ve never done anything but be a 
homemaker, so I’m doing co-op to get ex 
posure to the field, and I love it,” she said 
Many positions: Non-paid internships 


include jobs like child abuse case aid, probation 
office aid, Big Brother and Sister, campaign 
worker and political aid at the State House 

Paid jobs include respite care worker, 
preschool teacher, mental health worker, spe 
cial education communication, and commu- 
nity residence worker with the mentally 
retarded or emotionally disturbed. 

John Whittle, co-op adviser, said, “If they 
are paid, they have to put in 180 hours per 
semester. If they are not paid, then they have 
to put in 140 hours.” 


Life Long Learning events listed 


By KYLE MCLAUGHLIN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


This month the Life Long Learning Program 
will continue its series of programs designed 
to enable elders to participate in college life. 

Although the program provides services 
to elders, Claudia Lach, program coordina 
tor, said students are welcome to attend. 

On Thursday Oct. 11 at 2 p.m., NECC 
History and Government professor Mary 
Harada will speak on The Life of Umeko Tsuda. 

Background education: Tsuda was sent 
to the United States in the early 1900s at the 
age of 7 for an education. After graduating 
from Bryn Mawr college, she went back to 
Japan and became one of the country’s most 
educated women. She later established Tsuda 
College. 

Harada took a year’s sabbatical to travel to 
Japan and research the history of Japanese 
women, concentrating on the life of Tsuda. 

Judith K. >, owner of Cricket Hill Herb 


Farm in Rowley, will lecture on Thursday, 
Oct. 18, at 2 p.m., to talk about herbs related 
to Halloween. Kehs’ discussion will include 
the use of herbs in Halloween recipes and for 
repelling witches and other evil spirits. 

Hints and suggestions for harvesting and 
using herbs from the garden will be given. 
The lecture is sponsored by the Merrimack 
Valley Herb Society. 

Young and old: Lach strongly encourages 
students of all ages to come to the programs. 

“I like to hear the older perspective 
compared to the younger perspective,” she 
said 

“They are very happy with what NECC 
has to offer,” she said. “The programs are a 
good opportunity for all.” 

On Thursday, Oct. 25, at 2 p.m., guitarist 
Sami Bat will wrap up the Life Long Learning 
Program for this month with a classical con- 
cert featuring music by Ponche, Malats, Villa- 
Lobos, Albeniz, Bolotov-Bati and many 
others. 


Students can choose different courses in 
the program 

Cooperative Education 1 includes an in- 
troduction to co-op. Cooperative Education 
2, Career Internships 1 and Career Internships 
2 are also available. 

Good experience: All classes give students 
experience in related fields while earning col- 
lege credits. 

During the course, students are asked to 
attend seminars, and the co-op supervisor 
evaluates student performance. 


Co-op participants: Employers who par 
ticipate in the co-op program include 
Amesbury District Court, Kindercare, 
Raytheon, Bon Secours Hospital, the 
Lawrence Eagle-Tribune, DeMoulas and 
Wang Laboratories. 

The instructors involved help students 
with questions about the program. 

Contact the Office of Cooperative 
Education, B-230, at (508) 374-3722 or 
Whittle, cooperative education coordinator 
for liberal arts, at (508) 374-5882 for details. 


Time to vote 
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STEVE MICHAUD, director of student activities, takes student senate election 


ballot from student Melanie Vermette. 
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Question 3 debated in campus forum 


By GAVIN SUTCLIFFE 
Observer Editor 


Gaining control of state spending was the 
main issue in a recent debate, held in the 
NECC library conference area, about Ques- 
tion 3, the tax rollback initiative sponsored by 
the Citizens for Limited Taxation (CLT). 

The audience was largely anti-CLT, and 
the debaters faced dozens of “Vote No on 
Question 3” signs brought by students and 
staff. 

Eugene Connolly, professor, English dept., 
moderated the debate and opened by reading 
asummary of Question 3 and introducing the 
speakers. 

NECC alumnus: Michelle Flaherty, who 
graduated from NECC 20 years ago, was the 
authorized speaker for CLT and one of the 
petition’s original drafters. 

Question 3 was opposed by James Braude, 
director of the Campaign for Massachusetts’ 
Future and head of the Tax Equity Alliance 
for Massachusetts. 

Both speakers opened the debate by 
stressing their commitment to education. 

Flaherty said attending NECC was one of 
the most important decisions she ever made, 
and she is dedicated to public colleges. 

“This petition is not about education. 
This petition is about economic survival,” she 
said. 

Budget slashing: Braude disagreed with 


= 
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JIM BRAUDE AND MICHELLE FLAHERTY talk about their views of Question 3 ina 


recent campus debate. 


her appraisal. 

“The state that loves education has been 
cutting it to shreds.” He cited the decline of 
higher education spending over the past two 
years and said the state’s current fiscal crisis 
will be made far worse if Question 3 passes. 

“The solution is to fix it, not burn it down. 


This Week At NECC 


Wednesday, Oct. 10, 1990 
1] a.m.-1 p.m. 
1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Women’s Group 
12 p.m.-1 p.m. 


Health Services Open Workshop 
Counseling Group Discussion 


Counseling Group Discussion 


Cafeteria Lobby 
pre-register: F-12] 


pre-register: F-121] 


Freshman Nursing Group 


4 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 11, 1990 
11 a.m.-l p.m. 
12 p.m.-1 p.m. 
Superwoman? 
1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Stress Management 
2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Life of Umeko Tsuda 
Friday, Oct. 12, 1990 
11 a.m.-] p.m. 


Relationships 
11 am.-12 p.m. 

Men’s Group 
Saturday, Oct. 13, 1990 
ll am. 
Sunday, Oct. 14, 1990 
1 p.m.-5 p.m. 
2 p.m.-4 p.m. 


Monday, Oct. 15, 1990 


7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Medical Assistant Club Bake Sale 


ll am.-12 p.m. Social Club Meeting 
12 p.m.-1 p.m. 


Health Services Open Workshop 
Counseling Group Discussion: 


Counseling Group Discussion: 
Life Long Learning Progra.m.: 
Health Services Open Workshop 
1] a.m.-12 p.m. Counseling Group Discussion: 


Counseling Group Discussion: 


NECC Art Faculty Exhibition 
Sunday Afternoon with the NECC Foundation: 
Dick Creeden’s All Stars 


Counseling Group Discussion: 


Men’s Soccer (home) NECC vs Newbury College 


Cafeteria Libby 
pre-register: F-121] 


pre-register: F-121] 
Conference Center 
Cafeteria Lobby 

pre-register: F-121 


pre-register: F-121 


Men’s Soccer (home) NECC vs. Mt. Wachusett 


Library Gallery 
Library Gallery 
C Building Lobby 


C-113 
pre-register: F-121 


Identifying Internal Dialogue /Speaking to Myself 


3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 1990 


2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 1990 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Women’s Group 
4p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 18, 1990 
1] a.m.-1 p.m. 
1] a.m.-4 p.m. 
12 p.m.-1 p.m. 
Superwoman 
1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Stress Management 
2 p.m.-4 p.m. 


Career Decision Workshop 
Men’s Soccer NECC vs. Mt. Ida (home) 


Health Services Open Workshop 
Counseling Group Discussion 


Health Services Open Workshop 
Disney World Progra.m. Meeting 
Counseling Group Discussion: 


Counseling Group Discussion: 


Life Long Learning Progra.m.: 


Men’s Soccer (away) NECC vs. Berkshire 


pre-register: F-12] 


Cafeteria Lobby 
pre-register: F-121 


Men’s Soccer (home) NECC vs. Bunkerhill C. C. 


Cafeteria Lobby 
Essex Room 
pre-register: F-121 


pre-register: F-121 


Conf. Center AB 


A Harvest of Halloween Herb Traditions 


Friday, Oct. 19, 1990 
8 a.m.-9 a.m. 
Goal Setting 
1] a.m.-12 p.m. 
Relationships 
11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 20, 1990 
2 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 21, 1990 
1 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 22, 1990 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Blood Drive 


Counseling Group Discussion: 
Counseling Group Discussion: 


Counseling Group Discussion: Men's Group 
Health Services Open Workshop 


pre-register: F-121 
pre-register: F-121 


pre-register: F-121 
Cafeteria Lobby 


Men’s Soccer (home) NECC vs. Greenfield 


Gallery Hours: Library Gallery, Art Department Faculty Exhibition 


Tiled Lounge 


That’s exactly what this petition does, burns 
it down. No matter who is elected, if Ques- 
tion 3 passes no one will be able to govern the 
state of Massachusetts.” 

Flaherty said Question 3 will enable the 
public to take control of state government 
because it returns the power to set fees and 


taxes to elected representatives, not the ad- 
ministration and state agencies. 

Braude said CLT has no plan to save 
education and vital social services. He also 
asked Flaherty to come up with some ex- 
amples of cuts that could be made in state 
government. 

One example: Flaherty said CLT does not 
have the authority to make the cuts, so they 
should not have to come up with them. When 
pressured again by Braude to cite examples, 
Flaherty said eliminating the lieutenant 
governor’s office would save $400,000. 

“I deeply and honestly question your 
commitment to education when all we’ve 
heard is rhetoric and slogans,” Braude said, 
adding that $400,000 was a small cut com- 
pared to the $145 million cut from public 
higher education in the past two years. 

Flaherty said, “Two years ago during the 
presidential election, business people got 
together and said column A and column B are 
not adding up.” She accused state officials of 
covering up the fiscal crisis during Governor 
Dukakis’ presidential bid. 

Braude said, “This is a representative de- 
mocracy. Frankly, if you’re unhappy with 
your elected representatives, throw the bums 
out.” 


He said the state primary was clearly a 
mandate for change, and Question 3 is 
unneccesary. 


Evaluation team set 
to visit, study NECC 


By ANDREW LADEROUTE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The future of NECC lies in the hands of a 
group from the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges (NEASC) visiting the 
campus Oct. 14 through 17. 

NEASC is responsible for evaluating 
schools by appraising a Self-Study Report 
followed by a series of on campus inspections. 

The report, a detailed outline of the school, 
has three purposes: “to describe, appraise, 
and to make projections,” John Spurk, self- 
study committee chairman, said. 

It is a useful tool for not only examining 
what has been done, but also a helpful guide 
in looking ahead to NECC’s future, he said. 

The goal is re-accreditation with state 
funding and the ability of the college to issue 
degrees or credits for courses hanging in the 
balance. 

Accreditation is an “educational driver’s 
license,” Spurk said. It is a process starting 
with the Self-Study report, followed by the 
NEASC visit, resulting in a decision whether 
to re-accredit or not. 

Spurk is confident in NECC and the to- 
tality of the report. 

“NECC isn’t only one of the biggest 
community colleges in the state, but one of 


the best,” he said. 

The Self-Study Steering Committee met 
on almost a weekly basis since January 1989, 
finally producing a 182 page report. 

The one high point of the report is the 
addition of the controversial yet highly suc- 
cessful Lawrence Education Employment 
Project which opened in 1985 as a second 
campus. The planned incorporation of the 
Lawrence campus will help broaden the in- 
ternational and intercultural dimension of 
NECC’s education. 

Since the school’s opening in 1961, NECC 
has undergone three such evaluations by 
NEASC and each time has received a ten year 
re-accreditation. The school expects the same 
praise it has received in the past, but is willing 
to admit to a few problems in recent years. 

One such concern is the recent fiscal crisis 
in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
the other is the difficulty with collective bar- 
gaining for some campus unions. 

Spurk said copies of the Self-Study Report 
have been placed on reserve in the library, and 
they are available to students and staff members 


He also recommends any students wish- 
ing to express their opinions to the NEASC 
group do so since the success of the school is 
seen in the satisfaction of the students. 


NECC Foundation Scholarship winners 

G. Joiner photo 
DON CONWAY, NECC faculty member, and Richard Schapker, president, 
NECC Foundation, present $500 scholarship awards to Iris Zeladon, Sue 
Coller, and Jennifer Srybny. 
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Younger voters 
become aware 


Student voter registration increases 


G.Sutcliffe photo 


NECC STUDENTS register to vote in the student center cafeteria. 


Voter registration 
turn-out surprises 


By ROB FAY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


On Nov. 6, Massachusetts will have a new 
governor, licutenant governor and treasurer 

Interest in the campaign has peaked as 
many new students have registered to vote in 
sign-up sessions held in the cafeteria 

Haverhill Registration Board Chairman 
Robert E. Desmaris and board member W 
Warren Medley held registration in the NECC 
cafeteria on Sept. 26. Approximately 100 
people registered. 

“We were quite surprised and pleased,” 
Desmaris said. 

Right or left: New voters were asked if 
they would prefer to register as Democrats, 
Republicans, or Independents. 

“Most people prefer to be registered In- 
dependent because people just don’t want to 
be labeled,” Desmaris said. 

Massachusetts has one of the highest voter 
registration rates in the country. Between 83 
and 85 percent of people who are eligible to 


Good rate 


“Massachusetts has one of the 
highest voter registration 
rates in the country. ” 


vote are registered. The voters who are not 
registering are in the younger age group, 
Desmaris said. 

“Most of the people that are registering 
this year range from 25 to 40 years old,” 
Desmaris said. 


Once voters register, voters do not have to 
register again unless they move or change 
their names. 


By ZACHARY SIMMONS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Many young people may be more aware of the 
importance of voting, and the big issues in the 
current election may be a reason. 

NECC faculty member’s views on topics 
may vary, however. 

“Everybody I know registered right away,” 
Gail Maciejewski, creative arts instructor, said. 
“When I was 21, it was a different time; it was 
a more hopeful time. People were really 
plugged into what was going on.” 

“IT don’t discuss politics that much with 
students, but the little I have gathered is 
apathy,” Maciejewski said. “You think some- 
thing is great, but there is an undercurrent of 
corruption so you get discouraged.” 

Apathetic students: John Guarino, 
professor, dept. of history and government, 
said, “It’s not only that they, insome measure, 
are not up on current events, it’s also that 
there’s such pessimism that I don’t remember 
having in my early twenties. 

“The kids often think it won’t do any good 
(to vote) so why bother,” Gaurino said. “This 
is a function of the Vietnam War and the 
problem of Nixon and Watergate. Even 
though this is distantin the student’s memory, 
the effects aren’t. The disillusionmentis carried 
on to the next younger generation.” 

Steve Michaud, director of student ac- 
tivities, who initiated a voter registration 
program at NECC, is optimistic, however. 

“This was the first time that I’ve ever set 
up a voter registration where I’ve had people 
waiting in line,” he said. 

“There is really no room for debate among 
your friends if you are not a registered voter,” 
he said. 

Wrong sources: Mary Harada, professor, 
dept. of history and government, said people 
get their information on politics from the 
wrong sources. 

“There’s a lot of information out there, 
but people tend to get their information from 


File photo 


STEVE MICHAUD 


television rather than from reading the news 
paper,” Harada said. “And what you get on 
lV isa 30-second sound bite or a two-minute 
story that doesn’t necessarily give you enough 
information to make you knowledgeable.” 

Harada is also optimistic. 

“I’ve been pleasantly surprised to learn 
that the younger students seem to be aware of 
what’s going on and seem to have some 
interest in it,” Harada said. “Other years, if 
there is not some big, hot issue, they don’t 
really have a lot of awareness.” 

Cause and effect: These teachers see 
change occurring only when people feel 
individually effected by what is going on. 

“People won’t get the bottom line until 
they suffer,” Gaurino said. “When the schools 
are shrunk, when the benefits are shrunk, 
when the body bags begin coming home 
from the Middle East, then you’ll see resur- 
gence and the anger and all the rest will 
manifest itself.” 

Maciejewski said, “In order to have change, 
you have to have a crisis. Something has to 
come to a point and you will have change.” 


First time voters represent new means for change 


By ZACHARY SIMMONS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


With so much at stake in the Massachusetts 
election, some NECC students are now 
registering to vote for the first time. 

Tara Katsimpas, a Democrat, was “too 
lazy to go down and register” at 18. Now, 
she’s registering at 19. 

“The state is in such a mess, I figured I 
should vote,” Katsimpas said. “If people don’t 
register and vote, they have no say in poli- 
tics.” 

It seems students are more informed than 


they were in the past. Kim Tessier is register- 
ing at 20. 

“Before, I didn’t keep up on politics,” 
Tessier said. “It’s something that effects my 
life now.” 

Not too late: Kristen Rapaglia, who was 
“very busy” and did not register at 18, is 
doing so at 20. 

“I’m going to vote against the CLT peti- 
tion,” Rapaglia said. “Also, there’s Questions 
2 and 5. These are the three big reasons I’m 
registering to vote this year.” 

It is felt people lack information and the 
desire to participate, which changes when 
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trouble hits home. 

David Caraccio, who registered after re- 
turning here from Georgia, said, “A lot of 
people are clueless; people are lazy. They’d 
rather go around taking care of life and 
themselves than trying to look at all the issues 
and who is supporting them.” 

Eric Iby, who registered at 19, said, “Their 
(the public’s) knowledge of the government 
is black in some areas. People don’t take it 
upon themselves to find out. It’s all 
self-learning; people can guide you a ways, 
but the only way to learn is doing it 
yourself.” 


[P Coeerouse 


Unregistered voters: There are many 
students who have not registered. Even with 
this election and the opportunity to register 
in the school, some chose to pass. 

Chris Oliver, 23 and unregistered, said, 
“My parents never voted, so I never vote. I 
have no political opinions.” 

Tina Eastwood is 18 and unregistered, but 
doesn’t believe everyone shouldn’t vote. 

“If everybody was like me and said they 
didn’t want to vote, then there’s one lost vote 
for and against that person,” Eastwood said. 

Anne DesMarais, 18, said, “If you want to 
vote, I think you should.” 
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Parking spots abused 
OSD director says few create problems for handicapped 


By JENNIFER FORZESE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Handicapped parking spaces are reserved for those who need 
them, with spaces designed for persons with physical disabilities. 

Linda Comeau, director, office for students with disabilities 
(OSD), said some people misuse the handicap parking spaces. 
The only cars allowed in these spaces are those with a state 
plate or a parking permit for handicap. Permits are given on 
ayearly basis, although temporary permits are issued ifsomeone 
has a sprained ankle, a serious heart condition, or is pregnant. 

“In order to obtain a parking permit, there must be a 
doctor’s note stating there is a significant need for this person 
to have the use of a handicaped parking space,” Comeau said. 

Other ways: “NECC has been very cooperative with 
building a drop-off point behiad C-Building ,” she said. “This 
was built out of a grant to the college. Some of the 
wheelchair-bound students are dropped off by transportation 
companies, which eleviates the number of spaces that would 
be required. 

“Of 85 handicap students, 26 use one of the 25 handi- 
capped parking spaces. The students that are dropped off are 
out of the flow of traffic,” Comeau said. 

“There are signs posted or the access symbol of a wheel- 
chair to indicate handicap parking,” Comeau said. “The 
bottom line is that the parking has to be enforced. If that 
cannot be done, then no parking system is going to work.” 

Richard Lemelin, security captain, said, “We’ve had a 
problem for the past couple of years with students and faculty 
parking in the handicap parking spaces. The policy is to sticker 
a car twice with the orange violation warnings. After the 
second time, the car will be towed and stored at the owner’s 
expense.” 

Control parking: “We’re hoping that once this gets out 


that cars are being towed, they will stop abusing the parking 
spaces,” Lemelin said. “The main issue is to get the parking 
under control.” 

Joseph Brown, dean of administrative services, said, “There 
have been some complaints, but we’re trying to take care of 
them. NECC has better handicap parking than most schools. 
There are adequate parking spaces if everyone abides by the 
rules. I’m not aware ofanyone this year having a problem with 
finding a parking space. 

“In the morning a security guard is posted at the back of 
C-Building to make sure no one parks there that is not 
supposed to. The only exceptions include delivery trucks 
double-parking or parking close enough to the building to 
unload or load heavy items, and a parent dropping off their 
child at the Bright Horizons day care center. This is valid only 
if it’s not causing a problem. 

“NECC has excelled in handicaped access by 98 percent. 
There are barrier free elevators in every building. There is a 
relatively large number of handicaped parking spaces. Curb 
cuts have been added. We are out to bid on improving the the 
elevators in Buildings E and F,” Brown said. “We have tried 
to do the right thing. There are always going to be problems, 
but I’m sure we can do something about them.” 

Handicapped student Doug Ewing, said there is an occa- 
sional problem with the parking spaces. 

Room needed: “There is more of a problem with someone 
parking too close to the parking space,” Ewing said. “Some 
people need the extra room for wheelchairs. It’s not so much 
the distance ifsomeone has parked in a handicapped space. It’s 
that I need the wide space. I have left notes or talked to the 
owner about taking a handicapped parking space.” 

Phil Dandurant, a volunteer at NECC, has experienced 
this problem many times. 

“T have a van with a lift and I need the extra space. 


C. Evans photo 
HANDICAPPED PARKING space is abused at NECC. 
Sometimes a car is parked so close that I can’t get into my van, 
or there aren’t any spaces to park in,” he said. 

“The security guards try to do as much as possible, but 
they’re not there at the right time,” Dandurant said. “With 
avan you'd think they would see the lift. Atleast they can walk. 
Consider the people who can’t.” 


From her first Olympics in 1968, 
American figure skating champion 
Starbuck has created a multi-faceted and 
prestigious career form skating. With her 
childhood skating partner Ken Shelley, 
she went on to make skating history, pro- 
gressing through amateur competitions to 
become in 1968 the youngest pairs team 
America had ever sent to the Olympic 
Games. 

Their first Olympics were followed by 
victories as the U.S. National Pairs Cham- 
pions for 1970, 1971, 1972 and North 
American Pairs Champions in 1971. They 
were the first Americans to break the So- 
viet domination in the Pairs Event by 
winning the bronze medal at World 
Competitions in 1971 and 1972. 

Starbuck turned professional in 1972, 
starring in the Ice Capadesfor four years as 
well as scores of television specials in this 
country and abroad. She partnered with 
Olympic champion John Curry in his highly 
acclaimed Ice Dancing on Broadway, at 
New York’s Metropolitan Opera House 
and around the world. 

Cousins will complement Starbuck’s 
graceful yet athletic flair with his own 
athleticism. Heralded around the world 
for his creativity, innovation and constant 
search for the subtle nuance that will set 
him apart, he has established a reputation 
as the ultimate modern skater. 

Ashowman on ice, Cousins has revolu- 
tionized free skating with his musicality 
and flair. He combines showmanship with 
technically flawless execution in every as- 
pect of skating, including spins, which he 
not only resurrected but greatly advanced. 

He won every major international 
skating competition during the eight years 
he represented Great Britain. 

Also, he won the British National 
Championship four times, was three times 
World Free Skating gold medalist and 
capped his amateur career in 1980 by 
winning the gold medal at the European 
Championship and the Olympic Games in 
Lake Placid. 

Tickets for The Great Skate are $15.00 
for adults and $5.00 for children under 
twelve. Tickets are available by calling 
Ticketron at 1-800-382-8080, or by con- 
tacting Lawrence General Hospital directly. 

Sponsor and patron tickets, which in- 
clude a buffet dinner, are also available by 
calling the Lawrence General Hospital 
Foundation office at (508) 683-4000, 
extension 2020. 

All proceeds will benefit Lawrence 
General Hospital. The Great Skate is a 
USFSA sanctioned event. 


marketing budget, and eliminated the 
Creative Arts series. 


Family counseling 
courses to run soon 


Learning how to identify family problems 
and build a healthy family will be the focus 
of two, non-credit, evening courses offered 
by NECC in Haverhill this fall. 

The courses will incorporate videotapes 
titled Bradshaw on the Family featuring noted 
author, counselor, and lecturer John 
Bradshaw, and group discussions facilitated 
by area professionals who are involved in 
family work. 

Bradshaw on the Family-Part I, the first 
course, meets on Tuesday evenings, 7 to 9 
p.m., through Oct. 23. The topics covered 
include the family in crisis, the healthy family, 
the unhealthy family, the compulsive family 
and the persecuted, which covers the problems 
of incest and violence. 

Leslie Lipkind, Jeffrey Sunshine and Jean 
Riseman, family therapists at Merrimack Val- 
ley Counseling Associates in Methuen, will be 
facilitators. 

Also leading group discussions will be Tim 
Conley, director of behavior associates at the 
Delphi Center in Danvers; Julie Kelley, co- 
ordinator, Chemical Dependence Treatment 
Center for Life Management and private 
practice in Arlington; and Hafez Susan Ward, 
staff clinician at Children’s and Family Services 
in Haverhill, who has a private practice in 
Newburyport. 

Bradshaw on the Family-Part II, begins 
Oct. 30, and covers five sessions on shame 
and guilt, co-dependency, community re- 
sources for the family, hope as a healing 
power, and health for the family. 

Tuition for each course is $45, and prereg- 
istration is required. For more information, 
call Vicki Michaud-Drouin or Mary Jane 
Gillespie in the Division of Continuing 
Education at (508) 374-3800. 


NECC honored with 
nat’! business award 


NECC was recognized with a special award 
at the annual convention of Alpha Beta 
Gamma, a national business honor society, 
held in White Plains, N.Y., last semester. 

As home to the Beta Omicron Chapter 
of Alpha Beta Gamma, the college was 
given the Excellence Award for Recruit- 
ment for initiating 70 new members into 
the society last year. In order to be 


considered, students must maintain a 3.0 
grade point average, earn a minimum of 15 
credits, 12 of which must be in the division 
of business, and they must display qualities 
of citizenship and good moral character. 

“Our business honor society is a very 
effective way of recognizing business 
students who are achievers, and we were 
thrilled to receive an award for the success 
of our program,” said Jean Poth, business 
division chairperson. 

Founded in 1970, Alpha Beta Gamma 
has 50 chapters throughout the United 
States, including the NECC Chapter 
founded three years ago. 

Representing NECC at the annual 
conference were faculty advisers Pamela 
Donohue, Patricia Taglianetti, and Francis 
Leary; and students Linda Kramer of 
Methuen and Joan C. Szymanski of 
Atkinson, NH. 
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~NECC enrollment 
jumps by 4 percent 


NECC President John R. Dimitry 
announced applications to NECC for 
the fall semester of 1990 increased more 
than 10 percent, and enrollments went 
up 4 percent, despite budget cuts which 
forced the college to offer fewer day 
division classes. 

“The good news is that the demand 
for NECC has never been stronger,” 
Dimitry said, “The bad news is that 
because of cuts to our budgets totaling 
approximately $1.5 million in the past 
three years, we have had to offer fewer 
courses in the college’s state-funded day 
division.” 

Dimitry said Gov. Dukakis’s recent 
announcement that an additional $25 
million will be cut from the higher 
education budget will decrease NECC’s 
budget even further. 

As of Sept. 10, the total student 
enrollment was 8,893. There were 
3,371 students registered in the state 
funded-day division and 5,162 in the 
self-supporting division of continuing 
education. Enrollments at the same time 
last year were 8,517, with 3,928 in the 
day division and 4,589 in the division of 
continuing education. 

Since students are still registering for 
credit and non-credit courses beginning 
later in the semester, the total enroll- 
ment for the semester is expected to top 
10,000 by December, Dimitry said. 

“As the economic picture changes, 
people have become aware of the 
importance of higher education to both 
job stability and career growth,” he said. 
“They are taking a look at Northern 
Essex and learning that we can provide 
quality teaching and a wide range of 
programming at a very reasonable cost.” 

Because of the state’s fiscal crisis, 
NECC’s budget has been cut by 
approximately 1.5 million dollars in the 
past three years, from $11.6 million in 
FY’89 to 10.1 million in FY’°91. The 
college has cut 33 jobs including 
administrative, clerical, maintenance and 
faculty positions from the state-funded 
payroll, reduced energy costs, the 


Figure skating stars 
to appear in Valley 


On Saturday, Oct. 20, JoJo Starbuck will 
present her combination of figure skating as 
dance and sport at Lawrence General 
Hospital’s The Great Skate.. 

Starbuck will be joined by Robin Cousins, 
1980 Olympic gold medal winner whose 
gravity-defying backward flip on ice has be- 
come the signature of his dynamic skating 
style. 

Other internationally renowned profes- 
sional skaters performing are Lisa-Marie Allen, 
Michael Botticelli, Cathy Foulkes, Sheryl 
Franks, Nancy Kerrigan, David Lui, Brian 
Pockar, Terry Pagano and Tony Paul. 

Sponsored by the Lawrence General 
Hospital Foundation (LGH) and the LGH 
Auxiliary, The Great Skate will be held at 
Merrimack College’s Volpe Complex in North 
Andover. 

The show, which also includes an amateur 
program with skaters from the Merrimack 
Valley and the Wilmington Figure Skating 
Club, begins at 7:30 p.m. 

“Most people perceive skating as the 
competitive sport they see in television or as 
an arena show geared for children,” Starbuck 
said. “But, there’s so much more to it. It can 
be glamorous or athletic, tell a story, or be 
very artsy. 

“There’s so much creative talent out there, 
people who may not have won an Olympic 
gold medal, but should still be seen. We want 
to tap that unused potential and expand the 
horizons of skating,” she said. 
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Management 
courses offered 


NECC now offers three courses in a 
Management Development Series. 
Offered in cooperation with the 
American Management Association 
Extension Institute, the courses are 
designed for managers and 
supervisors who want to increase job 
performance skills. 

First Line Management is 
designed for new, first line managers 
or seasoned pros who want straight 
talk on getting the job done. 

Taught by Joe Giampa, director 
of the alliance learning center and 
former manager at AT&T, the class 
meets on Monday evenings from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. for six weeks 
beginning Sept. 24. 

Motivating Employee Perfor- 
mance focuses on learning to work 
with people and getting them to 
work for their managers. 

Cliff Scott, human resources 
manager for BBN Communications 
Corp. of Cambridge, teaches this 
course on Monday evenings, Sept. 17 
through Oct. 29, at the Andover 
extension campus at Greater 
Lawrence Technical School. 

Managing for Excellence in a 
Sluggish Economy is a practical how- 
to course that pulls together theories 
on managing for excellence and 
applies them to day-to-day work life. 

Taught by Bruce Hudson of 
Topsfield, who has 22 years of line 
management and staff management 
expericnce, this course meets on 
Wednesday evenings, Sept. 19 


_ through Oct. 24 


Each course earns 1.65 continu- 
ing education units (CEU’s) and 
costs $185, which includes tuition 
and text books. 

For more information, call Mary 
Jane Gillespie in NECC’s Division of 
Continuing Education and Commu- 
nity Services at (508) 374-3800. 


New scholarship 
to be awarded 


The establishment of the Merrimack 
Valley Estate Planning Council 
Scholarship provides an opportunity 
for students majoring in business and 
business management, or students 
with a career interest in law, 
accounting, insurance or banking to 
receive financial assistance. 

The initial awarding of this 
scholarship will be presented for the 
1990-1991 academic year. There will 
be two $1,000 scholarships awarded. 

The Merrimack Valley Estate 
Planning Council is a local group of 
professionals who provide training, 
seminars, and assistance to individu- 
als with regard to their estate 
planning. 

The annual scholarship award will 
be given to a current NECC student 
who: 

Q is enrolled for the fall 1990 and 
spring 1991 semesters; 

QO has completed a minimum of 
24 credits with at least a 3.0 
cumulative grade point average at 
NECC prior to the fall 1990 
semester; 

QO has demonstrated academic 
excellence and an impressive balance 
of academic, personal, and commu- 
nity service responsibilities and/or 
contributions to the college; 

Qis majoring in business, business 
management, or has a related career 
interest in law, accounting, insurance 
or banking. 

Applications and information can 
be obtained from Richard Pastor, 
director of financial aid and special 
services, B-217. 


R. Townsend photo 
Ernie Greenslade, left and Arthur 
Signorelli, above, won the Paragon 
Award, given for the top media success 


story. 


NECC staff wins award 


Archie comics exhibit garners national recognition 


By JANICE BENOIT 
Observer Staff Reporter 


NECC’s gallery exhibit, Archie: The Haverhill 
Connection, received national media atten- 
tion last summer as a result of the combined 
efforts of Ernie Greenslade, director of public 
information and alumni relations, and Arthur 
Signorelli, facilities and gallery coordinator. 

Both received the Paragon Award in the 
category of Media Success Story. 

The Paragon Award is the premier national 
communication competition for community, 
technical and junior colleges. The National 
Council for Marketing and Public Relations 
sponsors It. 

Scholastic awards: Awards are given in 
42 categories, all relating to the 
communication ofa scholastic institution with 
the public. Categories cover such topics as 
successful recruitment, marketing program, 
brochure /flyer, poster, folder cover, annual 
report, radio, video and media 

Greenslade and Signorelli applied because 
“The national coverage we got was so ex- 
traordinary. It was justincredible,” Greenslade 
said 

She thought of doing an exhibit on the 
Archie comic strips some time ago. The 
article, Riverdale, Massachusetts: Are Betty, 
Veronica, Jughead, 
Archie’s Gang Really From Haverhill?, writ- 
ten by Gerald Peary for the Boston Globe, gave 
herall the background information she needed 
to proceed. 

“IT knew Bob Montana, 
“Archie,” was from Haverhill. What I didn’t 
realize was the characters were modeled after 
people in Haverhill,” Greenslade said 

Local roots: Montana attended Haverhill 
High from 1936 - 1939 and graduated from 
Manchester High School, N.H., in 1940. 

The first Archie episode appeared in the 
fall 1941. In November 1942, Montana went 
into the army for four years. After being 
discharged, he returned to MLJ Comics and 
drew a daily Archie comic strip until his death 
in 1975 

Many believed Montana modeled his 
cartoon characters after people he knew from 
Haverhill. The exhibit pamphlet notes in his 
diary he had written, “H.H.S. best school I 
ever went to.” 

Richard 
the model for Archie, 


Greenslade and Buddy) 


Heffernan, were in 
terviewed on national radio 

National media: [n addition to local papers, 
the exhibit was covered by the Boston Globe, 
Manchester News, New York Daily News, 
Dayton Daily News, Denver Post, Chicago 
Tribune, Los Angeles Times, 
Alabama News and many more 


Burlington 


he exhibit was also featured on television 
“Evening Magazine covered the exhibit 
late June, so the 
exhibit was extended through July 


It was not going to air until 
It gen 
erated a whole new wave of interest. It was so 
exciting,” Greenslade said 
Greenslade “Arthur 
Signorelli) received his letter first only telling 


remembers 


Moose and the Rest of 


the creator of 


/ 


H!,BOYS / 
BRING YOUR 
SWIMSUITS? 


YEAH, BUT 
WE. DON’T HAVE \ CHANGE 

BREAD FOR THE 
BATHHOUSE / 


[You CAN) 


IN MY 
PORTABLE 


ARCHIE COMICS like this helped make former Haverhill resident Bob Montana 


famous. 


him we were one of the top three finalists in 
our category. Because of the budget situation 
they would only fund one of us and I went. 

“Tt’s like the Miss America Pageant or The 
Emmy’s. They announce third place, then 
second place . . . and you know that you are 
it! It was just really exciting.” 

They each received a framed certificate in 
addition to the award on display in 
Greenslade’s office in A-306. Betty Ventura, 
secretary, public information office, orga- 
nized a party for Signorelli and Greenslade 
upon her return from New Orleans. 

Private collection: The exhibit is privately 
owned by Helen Bertholet, Montana’s widow. 
Since it was presently on loan to the Museum 
of Cartoon Art in Rye, N.Y., Signorelli went 
to New York to arrange for packing and 
transportation of the 40 panels to NECC. 

“They (the museum) had done a nice job 
of matting them,” Signorelli said. 

Once the panels arrived, Signorelli had 
them framed and hung for exhibit. He said all 
the work was done on campus. Greenslade 
did most of the publicity of it. 
obtained excerpts from Montana’s diary, 


Signorelli 


gathered pertinent data about him, designed 
a pamphlet and had it printed for the exhibit. 

Signorelli said, “Ernie had come up with 
the idea that maybe we should do a reunion 
for the members of Bob Montana’s class.” 


[he reunion was held on the opening night of 


the exhibit at the Bentley Library. The class 
said they had never received such a turnout 
before 

Gala opening: Peary also attended opening 
night and talked about all the people he met 
while doing his research for his article and 
how he came to his conclusions about who 
the characters were modeled after. He 
discussed names and places they knew. They 


Fantastic coverage 


“The national coverage we got 
was so extraordinary. It was 
just incredible,” Greenslade 
sad. 


loved it,” Greenslade said. 

Also in attendance was Bertholet and 
Archie and Jughead from Archie Comic 
Publications in New York. It was the first time 
Bertholet had met the people Montana had 
spoken of. 

Peary deduced who the comic characters 
are modeled after. Betty is Mary Elizabeth 
Walker Bostwick, Montana’s next-door 
neighbor. 

Peary writes, “In Haverhill there was no 
doubt about the inspiration for Moose: Arnold 
Dagget.” Peary further believes Miss Grundy 
is Elizabeth Tuck, who was Haverhill High’s 
school librarian and Mr. Weatherbec is Earl 
C. MacLeod, Montana’s principal. 

Peary discovered in his research that some 
people believe Agatha Popoff is Veronica. 
Bertholet does notagree with this. She believes 
Veronica Lodge is a combination of Veronica 
Lake and Boston Lodges. She does identify 
Richard Linehan as Montana’s inspiration for 
Jughead 

Asked how they felt about the success of 
the exhibit, organizing the reunion and the 
media attention the exhibit brought 
Greenslade said, “It was really exciting!” 
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Observer Campus News it 


“There 1s a desperate need for ASL interpreters across the community in schools, courts, hospitals ‘a Observer 


and many other areas. We appreciate what Northern Essex is doing to help train interpreters news bri efs 
and we hope that our donation will help them in their mission.” 


Local group assisis program 


NECC recently received $2,850 from the 
Quota Club of Greater Lawrence, an orga- 
nization dedicated to helping serve the needs 
of the hearing impaired. 

The donation was made to enable the 
college’s American Sign Language Club to 
purchase equipment to train students in the 
Interpreter Training Program. NECC offers 
both certificate and associate degree programs 
for students who want to be American Sign 
Language interpreters. 

John R. Dimitry, NECC president, ex- 
pressed his appreciation for the donation. 

“The sophisticated VCR monitor we pur- 
chased with the Quota Club funds is an 
essential tool in the teaching of American 
Sign Language,” Dimitry said. “It will be 
used for student evaluations, classroom in- 
struction, and curriculum development.” 

NECC efforts: Betty Pierce, Quota Club 
president presented the donation and said, 
“There is a desperate need for ASL interpreters 
across the community in schools, courts, 
hospitals and many other areas. We appreciate 
what Northern Essex is doing to help train 
interpreters and we hope that our donation 
will help them in their mission.” 

The Quota Club is an international service 
organization of executives and professionals 
who have joined together to help the deafand 
hearing impaired. 

The Lawrence Chapter raises money 
through donations and annual events, such as 


its fall bazaar and spring fundraiser. The club 
traditionally awards three scholarships a year 


to students who plan to work with the deaf 


and hearing impaired. 

For more information on the Interpreter 
Training Program at NECC, call William 
Houston at (508) 374-5899. 


PR photo 
DONNA LEE DONAHUE, Quota Club 
member, Betty M. Pierce, club president 
William Huston, Jr., interpreter training 
coordinator and Paul Bevilacqua, human 
services and health professions chair- 
person, examine NECC’s newest equip- 
ment. 


Placement office helps locate jobs 


By JEFF KURASH 
Observer Staff Reporter 


NECC provides comprehensive services to 
students, alumni and members of the com- 
munity looking for assistance getting jobs. 

Employment options range from part- 
time to full-time positions depending on what 
one is looking for. 

Part-time jobs usually require 12 to 15 
hours a week. Students can attend college 
full-time while earning money and gaining 
practical work experience. Flexible class 
scheduling makes part-time work an attrac- 
tive option for many students. 

Full-time jobs usually require 35 hours or 
more a week and often include employment 
benefits. Students attend college part-time 
while earning money and gaining practical 
work experience. Some students choose to 
combine second or third shift jobs with full- 
time college study. 

Job fairs are held at NECC in November, 
March and April. More than 50 employers in 


viscid 


File photo 
ABBOT RICE, director of placement. 


a variety of career areas attend each fair. 
Casual contact: “These fairs offer easy, 
informal contacts with employers anda chance 
to explore career opportunities,” Abbot Rice, 
director of placement, said. 
Employers set up tables outside the 


cafeteria or in the lobby of the C-Building. 
Students have the opportunity to meet em- 
ployers and set up job interviews. 

“Each week listings of current job open- 
ings are posted at various locations around 
campus. A brief description of each job 
opening is included,” Rice said. 

He also said a professional staff in the 
Placement Office is available to help students 
develop and keep up-to-date their own 
credential files. This file includes student’s 
resumes, recommendations and other relevant 
information to forward to potential employers. 

Employment assistance: Workshops are 
scheduled each summer to help students 
prepare for job searches, to learn how to write 
effective resumes and how to survive the 
interview process. 

The Placement Office also maintains 
material on resume writing, interviewing, job 
listings and college catalogs to provide back- 
ground information in job searches. 

For further information, call Rice at (508) 
374-3670 or drop by F-125. 


Soccer coach speaks out on civil rights 
as part of new Lawrence lecture series 


By LAURIE TEBBETTS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Only a small percentage of the people in the 
audience at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Lawrence on Sept. 27 voted in the recent 
state primary elections. 

“You don’t have to be afraid to speak up 
for your rights,” Nunzio DiMarca, a Lawrence 
activist working to promote community in- 
volvement in social and political reform, and 
NECC Knights soccer coach, said. 

The idea of reform results from the 
involvement of concerned citizens working 
together as one unified group, he said. 

Voting guarantee: The United States 
Constitution guarantees each citizen the right 
to vote. The lack of participation among 
registered voters may be attributed to a de- 
clining belief in the significance of the indi- 
vidual ballot, DiMarca said. 

All citizens have an obligation to exert 
every effort to change what is wrong in their 
community, he said. 

His slogan “Never Say I Can’t” means not 
to underestimate one’s ability to make change. 

America has been labeled a melting pot of 


Melting pot 


“America should be thought 
of as a giant salad bowl where 
all cultures make the nation 
whole and still retain their 
individual identities,” 
DiMarea said. 


cultures from all around the world. 

“Instead, America should be thought of as 
a giant salad bowl where all cultures make the 
nation whole and still retain their individual 
identities,” DiMarca said. 

A graduate of NECC and Merrimack 
College, DiMarca is a member ofa civil rights 
organization dedicated to creating change 
without relying on political support. 

“There are many ways you can achieve 
your goals,” he said. “Just believe in your- 
self.” 
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NUNZIO DIMARCA. 


Health students 
finish program 


The pinning ceremony for the first 
class of graduates from the Medical 
Assistant Program at NECC was held 
recently in the Bentley Library 
Conference Center. 

John R. Dimitry, NECC presi- 
dent, welcomed the guests and 
congratulated the students on their 
successful completion of the program 
requirements. 

Dorothea Hughes, R.N., deliv- 
ered the address to the students. For 
many years, Hughes has been 
associated with the Holy Family 
Hospital in Methuen as the hospital’s 
vice president of Nursing Services. 
She has been an advocate of the 
education of allied health profession- 
als and also serves on the college’s 
Medical Assistant Program Advisory 
Committee. 

Dr. Paul Bevilacqua, chairperson 
of the division of human services and 
health professionals, presented the 
students. The students were pinned 
by Joan Hagopian, medical assistant 
program coordinator. . 

In recognition of their achieve- 
ments, each student was presented 
with a long-stemmed rose by the 
Merrimack Chapter of the American 
Association of Medical Assistants. 

Students pinned during the 
ceremony included: Elizabeth 
Rankin and Soroya Rodriquez, of 
Haverhill; Joan Champi and Cheryl 
Steele, of Bradford; Priti 
Chakravarty,of Georgetown; Janice 
Alley and Sharon Medensky, of 
Lawrence; Karen Wright and Yvette 
Angomas, of Methuen; Debra Kelly, 
of Andover; Jean Morse and 
Katherine Sweeney, of Newburyport; 
and Dorothy Barrett, Martha 
McCabe and Cheryl Nelson, of 
Salem, N.H. 


Unique business 
course offered 


This fall, NECC is one of the first 
colleges in the United States to have 
a degree option in Total Quality 
Management (TQM), a system of 
management which emphasizes 
customer service and employee input. 

The college offers a certificate 
program in TQM and a Business 
Management Associate Degree with 
a TQM option. Both programs are 
designed for students who are 
currently employed in manufacturing 
or service industries or have had 
some exposure to business in the 
past. Courses are available during 
the evenings, as part of the Weekend 
College and on-site at regional 
company locations. 

NECC has been providing 
courses and workshops in TQM for 
over three years through its Center 
for Business and Industry. A recent 
workshop, the Second Annual Total 
Quality Management Showcase Day, 
attracted over 250 participants from 
70 organizations. 

“The Japanese have been 
successfully using TQM management 
for over 25 years,” said John R. 
Dimitry, NECC president. “More 
and more local companies are 
beginning to realize that they can 
increase productivity, decrease waste, 
and improve customer satisfaction by 
adopting the TQM management 
style. 

“Because of this interest and the 
success of our earlier TQM pro- 
grams, the college decided to 
introduce TQM degree options.” 

TQM is an integrated 
management process which empha- 
sizes customer service, work force 
empowerment, and continuous 
improvement. 
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New 
instructor 
welcomed 


A.S.L. department addition 
brings enthusiasm to her job 


By HELEN UBINAS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The American Sign Language (ASL)Department’s new in- 
structor for interpreter training brings experience, education 
and a sense of humor to NECC. 

Marcia Unger has a great deal of work experience with the 
deaf community and a wealth of knowledge from Gallaudet 
University, in Washington, D.C. @fid Western Maryland 
College, where she is studying for her master’s degree in 
American Sign Language. 

The ASL dept. has a unique interviewing method, an eight 
to ten minute mock lesson taught by the applicants 

Good qualities: Bill Huston, curriculum coordinator, said 
“Marcia came across as unbelievably organized and cohesive. 
She brought a sense of humor to the content and was 
knowledgeable and comfortable with the perimeters,” 

Unger said, “I heard it was a good program. It’s very 
in-depth with ASL. If people want to be interpreters, this 
program entails a lot in two years.” 

She finds it more difficult to teach hearing students rather 
than deaf students. “With hearing students, it depends on 


their receptive skills. It’s just like a foreign language. Deaf 


students tend to pick it up faster,” Unger said. 

Tough competition: The program chooses only 20 
candidates per semester with a waiting list each year. 

“People are very interested in it. More and more people are 
picking up on the deaf community and understanding it,” 
Unger said, 

Joanne Flanagan, second year interpreting major, admires 
Unger. “I love her. I think she’s great. The benefits she brings 


to students are her ASL ability, and her contact with deaf 


culture,” 

Shelly Kingsbaly described her teaching style. “She makes 
us create and think of the ways to express things instead of just 
writing it on the board.” 

Unger’s goal is to teach ASL to more students. She hopes 
to teach students through instruction and life experience. 

“T want to teach people to be able to know the language 
and teach other hearing people,”she said. She thinks society’s 
attitudes toward the deaf community have changed over the 
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MARCIA UNGER, new interpreter training instructor, brings much experience with her to the American Sign 


Language program. 
years. 

New understanding: “The word is getting out. Before, 
people refused to accept the deaf community, but now with 
the news and TV coverage, people are getting more 
involved,”she said. 

Unger, who was born to hearing parents, has a brother 
who is deaf. Her parents were very supportive of them 
growing up. She said there is a gene for deafness in her family 
background, and she thinks it will probably be carried since 
both she and her brother have spouses who are also deaf. 

When Unger was growing up, there were no ASL in- 
structors, so her parents sent her to an oral school. She went 
to oral schools until high school, where she then attended an 
ASL school. 

“My parents knew a little sign, but I wish they could have 
learned more so I could have learned as quickly as my daughter 
is learning,” Unger said. 

Proud mom: She is the proud mother ofa seven month-old 
baby girl, Amelia, who is also deaf. 

“T sign to her and she understands. She understands five 
words: milk, mother, father, food and the sign for goodbye,” 
Unger said. 

She said Amelia will attend an ASL school when she is older 
because ASL is her first language. English is her second. 


Unger enjoys teaching in this school. 

“The students are more motivated than in others I’ve 
taught. The students are serious and want to learn a lot,”she 
said, 

Along with the admiration of her students, Unger has also 
gained the admiration of her peers in the short time she’s been 
at NECC. 

Well respected: Paul Bevilacqua, division chairperson, 
human services and health professions, said, “Marcia Unger 
brings a high level of competence, life experience, energy and 
knowledge of ASL to students in her class.” 

Bob McDonald, dean of academic affairs, said, “It seemed 
important to have a full-time person fill the slot of an 
interpreting training instructor, even with the impending 
decisions of the state cutbacks. 

“We felt by moving forward and filling the position, things 
would continue and we would maintain the quality of the 
program,” he said. “Unger is a personable young woman, and 
we are happy to have her here. She will add a lot to the 
program and staff of our institution.” 

Asked how she found the time to be a full-time instructor 
and mother to a new baby girl, Unger said, “Time manage- 
ment. I’ma mother, a teacher and I’m deaf. I can do anything 
out there. Just because I’m deaf, it doesn’t impair my work.” 


Coast Sweep ’90 activities held throughout month 


to show their concern for the environment. 


By AMY BOARDMAN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Coast Sweep ‘90 aims to clean up local 
shorelines. It happens every weekend at 
different beaches, and it offers a chance for 
volunteers to help the environment. The 
cleanups will continue through October 

The Massachusetts Coastal Zone Man 
agement (MCZM) has put the cleanups in 
this area together. It also developed the idea 
to manage the shoreline better and to get 
local communities involved in protecting the 
beaches, 

Steve Bliven, MCZM’s assistant director, 


said, “Itisa period to get people in touch with 
the coast and to get trash off the beach.” 

Valuable information: Workers go out on 
the beach with tally sheets to record what 
kind of trash is there and where it came from. 
The information is used to push for laws to 
prevent people from polluting the ocean and 
beaches. 

Bliven said the MCZM wants to attack 
solid waste problems. One such problem is 
plastic six pack rings Sea birds and animals can 
get caught in the rings and choke. 

The MCZM is seeking legislation to en- 
force a minimum degradation time for the 
rings. 


HAVERHILL CAR CARE CENTER, INC. 


(a Patalano family business) 
402 Amesbury Road, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Rt. 495 (Exit 52) E. Rte 110 
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Another big problem happens with ships 
throwing trash into the ocean, which 
eventually washes up on the shore, Bliven 
said. 

People also toss garbage on the beach. 
Both habits hurt the wildlife and spoil the 
natural beauty of the coast. 

Counting cans: Some cleanup volunteers 
count beverage containers. Aluminum cans 
can be easily recycled because they only have 
to be melted down. 

Bliven said, “Everyone shows up (at the 
clean ups), from average people to groups like 
sororities and fraternities.” Some groups go 
back to their colleges and form organizations 


Ann Smrcina works at the cleanups and 
does not just sit in front ofa desk. She gets out 
to the beaches and communities to hand out 
pamphlets describing the program. 

Dave Gordon, an NECC student, said 
New England’s beaches “are not clean at all. 
You're afraid to take your shoes off and walk 
in the sand because you don’t want to cut 
your feet.” 

For more information about the cleanups 
call MCZM at (617) 727-9530 ext. 660 or 
411, or write to the Massachusetts Coastal 
Zone Management Office, 100 Cambridge 
Street Boston, Mass. 02202. 


NOTETAKERS NEEDED 
Earn Money in Class! 


Office for Students with Disabilities 


For OSD students. We pay $4.75 to $5.75 
an hour. Work during your class or 
during your free time. 


Apply today while we 


have openings 


Linda Comeau 
F-133, Student Center 
74-3654 for more information 
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Observer Features 


Fuel woes 


Students, staff feel bite; 
Price jumps hurts many 


By RACHEL S. WIDGER 
Observer Features Editor 


Increasing gasoline prices are taking their toll 
on students, faculty and staff at NECC, and 
many feel the hikes are unnecessary. 

The August 2 invasion of Kuwait by Iraqi 
forces boosted gas prices 4 cents in two days. 
After rising steadily, prices have recently sta- 
bilized. Many analysts predict prices may rise 
to two dollars a gallon if there is violence in 
Iraq. 

Because NECC is acommuter college, the 
hike affects many students, most are not 
happy with situation and many students think 
they are simply being exploited by the oil 
companies, 

Mike Roberts of Salisbury said it is ridicu- 
lous for the United States to have such a 
dependency on foreign oil. He will pay the 
price because he believes in what the U.S. is 
doing, but he thinks the price hikes are un- 
necessary. 

Greedy companies: “They are corporate 
slime. I know that somebody is sitting there 
looking at this situation saying, ‘Look at all 
the money I can make off of this.”” 

Pat Kepschull, health care coordinator, of 
Newburyport, said the price hike is needless. 
She used to fill up her car once a week, but 


now fills up more frequently. 

“The prices don’t have to be this high yet. 
They (oil companies) are taking advantage of 
the situation. God forbid if fighting breaks 
out or something worse happens, then where 
do they go? They’ve already raised them so 
high, or started the trend of raising them. 
What’s next? The prices will go astronomically 
high,” Kepschull said. 

“T think it’s a big hype,” said Tammy 
Soucy, a liberal arts student from Amesbury. 
“They’re making money just because of the 
thought of what could happen. I don’t think 
we’re actually at that point where prices should 
be going up. It’s just people panicking and a 
few people getting greedy and trying to make 
money off of it.” 

Financial adjustments: Melissa Fleming, 
drug counseling certificate instructor, drives 
from Salem, Mass. She doesn’t think she 
would drive less because of the increase, but 
it would mean changes in her budget. 

Fleming questions the reasons for the 
price increase. 

“The supply of fuel should not have 
changed greatly because we weren’t getting 
that much from Kuwait,” Fleming said. 

“That’s capitalism, right?” she said. “I 
don’t know if it is necessary for them to have 
raised prices, but if they can get away with it, 
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that’s what our country is built on. It’s all part 
of a bigger problem. 

“I’m very distressed that we don’t have an 
energy policy in this country. I think that 
people at all levels are suffering,” she said. 

Powerless consumers: Some people feel 
helpless. Priscilla Pope, clerk ITI, financial aid 
office, said, “I think the oil companies are 
taking advantage of the situation. It’s a big 
problem. I don’t think the average person has 
anything to say about it. You just have to sit 
back and let whoever do what they want. I feel 
at a loss.” 

Marjory Martin, professor, English dept., 


Group reaches out to disabied 


By MICHAEL B. PIERCE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Between 1,600 and 2,000 disabled people 
live in Haverhill, anda newly formed commis- 
sion is advocating for the rights of these 
citizens. 

Haverhill’s Commission on Disability Is- 
sues consists of seven members, the majority 
being disabled. The commission is trying to 
get people with different disabilities to serve, 
so it can have various perspectives on its 
issues. 

Currently, the group is searching fora deaf 
person to serve because it does not have one 
yet. Along with the seven appointed members, 
there will also be seven alternate members. 

The commission will address the various 
issues that face the disabled community. 

Difficult objective: “The ultimate goal is 
that everything would be accessible to ev- 
eryone,” said Sharon Ruocco, an original 
founder of the commission. Ruocco realizes 
this might be extremely difficult to achieve. 

“Basically, we'll be working with city and 
private concerns about making their buildings 
and programs accessible to disabled members 


of the community,” she said. 

There are other issues the commission will 
address. “We'll work with members of the 
disabled community, and help them in any 
way we can,” Ruocco said. This might include 
finding services or agencies for citizens in 
need. 

Another purpose of the commission will 
be to check with developers about specific 
building regulations. 

“If there’s a new development being built 
in Haverhill, one of their stops will have to be 
to the commission so we can tell them what 
their requirements are,” Ruocco said. 

Mandatory compliance: Some older 
buildings, however, do not meet the standards 
of accessibility. In that case, if a building is 
being renovated in excess of $50,000, a de- 
veloper must comply with the new standards, 
The commission also hopes that some people 
will voluntarily comply in having buildings 
brought up to standards. 

Two notable Haverhill buildings are not 
fully accessible. 

“The Haverhill Public Library is not fully 
accessible, but when they build the new wing, 
now they’re into a renovation. That’s when 


New soccer coach brings 
winning history to NECC 


By ANNEMARIE L. O’REGAN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


As the sun beats down on NECC’s soccer 
field, two teams prepare to battle. While the 
players warm up, new head coach Nunzio 
DiMarca stands by the sidelines observing. 

Originally from Italy, the new coach 
graduated from Central Catholic High School 
in Lawrence in 1962. He then attended NECC 
and earned his associate’s degree in 1975. 
After graduating from NECC, he coached 
soccer at North Andover High School for 15 
years. 

Talented team: “During the last five years 
Iwas at North Andover we made it to the state 
tournament semi-finals four years in a row,” 
DiMarca said. “Also, during the last year the 
team made it to the finals.” 

DiMarca earned a bachelor’s degree in 
1982 from Merrimack College. He later 


“Despite the fact the Knights 
have several losses, DiMarca 


hopes to win a few games 
before the season ends.” 


earned a master’s degree in education from 
Cambridge College in 1988. 

“He is a successful coach and is known in 
the region,” Paul Bevilacqua, chairperson, 
division of human services and health pro- 
fessions, said. 

When the position opened, he contacted 
DiMarca and asked if he was interested in 
applying. 

Jeffrey Sapienza, former North Andover 
student who now attends NECC, said, “I like 
him, and he knows what he’s doing.” 

North Andover High’s soccer team has 


the whole building will become accessible,” 
Ruocco said. 

The Haverhill City Hall is also not fully 
accessible. The doorknobs are round, instead 
of the lever type that can be opened by 
anyone. Also, the elevator has no Braille, and 
there is no bell to sound at each floor. 

Important goal: The commission will also 
begin formulating an agenda of the ideas for 
future projects. Educating people about dis- 
abilities is important to the commission. 

“One of the things we’re hoping to do is 
get into the schools and talk to the children,” 
Ruocco said. 

Brian Langlois works as director of ser- 
vices to the blind community at the Northeast 
Independent Living Program and is also in- 
volved with the commission. 

“We’re ensuring that all individuals, re- 
gardless of disability, have the opportunity to 
participate in all the programs that are avail- 
able to others in the city,” he said. “This will 
extend into the employment arena as well.” 

No easy solution: The commission real- 
izes the problems it faces can’t be resolved 
overnight. It plans to look at other commis- 
sions, both successful and unsuccessful, to see 


always had a strong position in the Cape Anne 
League, but DiMarca left because he felt he 
achieved every goal he wanted. 

Despite the fact that the Knights have 
several losses this season, DiMarca hopes to 
win a few games before the year ends. 


IN 


drives 35 miles to NECC. She said she spends 
considerably more on gas now that prices 
have skyrocketed. Martin fears for what will 
happen if the situation gets worse. 

“It would seriously affect me financially, 
but | wouldn’t have any choice because I have 
to get to work,” she said 

The situation is also a concern for those 
students who don’t drive to school. 

Jennifer Roman, aliberal arts student from 
Andover, said if there is a further increase the 
prices for the bus may go up. 

Most students said they will have to work 
more hours or carpool to cope. 


citizens 


Difficult task 


“The commission realizes the 
problems it faces can’t be 
resolved overnight.” 


how they have handled their problems. 

“We’re going to take things as they come, 
and we’ll have a better idea on which way to 
go,” Langlois said. 

Langlois also feels the citizens must take 
part. 

“It’s important that Haverhill residents 
with disabilities know they do have a voice. 
That they have a say in what goes on around 
the city,” he said. “They should be encour- 
aged to participate in programs.” 

Meetings, which are open to the public, 
are held on the last Monday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. in room 30] at city hall. 


Winning attitude 
S. Mills photo 
NUNZIO DIMARCA talks to Knights’ 
players at a recent game. 
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Hard times hit man 


Local family struggles to make ends meet 


By MARK HYSLIP 
Observer Staff Reporter 


It’s no secret the Massachusetts economy is in 
trouble and has been for some time. Everyone 
across the commonwealth has made sacrifices 
just to keep pace. No one knows this better 
than the Kayser family of Malden. 

Evelyn and Charles Kayser, both in their 
early 40s, are no strangers to hard times. Just 
over six months ago, Charles was laid off. He 
worked at New England Mail Service in Boston 
for two years. 

Ironically, he left a higher paying job to 
work for NEMS because of the promise of 
career advancement. 

“T took a big cut in pay and now I’m 
kicking myself for it,” Charles said. As weeks 
turned into months, he continued to collect 
unemployment and applied daily for any and 
every job he could find. Under the weight of 
financial and emotional pressures, he became 
depressed. 

“T know how the unemployment situation 
is out there, and it wasn’t getting any better,” 
Charles said. 

One reason Charles felt so much pressure is 
because his wife, Evelyn, could be one of the 
next victims to fall under the budget axe.She is 
one of the Educational Support Personnel 
(ESP) in the Malden Public School System and 
she feels her staff position is constantly being 
threatened. 

“They (legislators) have to change their 
priorities in this state,” Evelyn said. “It seems 
that everything matters before education.” 

After serving on a crisis team last year, 
Evelyn became a faculty representative. She 
now represents some 80 para—professionals in 


Malden. Since the ESP work with special needs 
students under the supervision of certified 
teachers, Evelyn thinks the entire ESP program 
would be the first thing to go if further budget 
cuts are made 

To cope with their current situation, the 
Kaysers made many sacniices. They bought 
only what they absolutely needed for groceries, 
did their laundry at their parents’ house, and 
cut out entertainment. These were just a few of 
the things they gave up. Fearing their financial 
situation could geteven worse, Charles doesn’t 
even rent videos anymore. 

“There were times when I wouldn’t even 
go to visit my mother because I didn’t want to 
use up the gasoline in the car,” Evelyn said. 

They made arrangements with all of their 
creditors to remain one month behind on their 
bills. 

“We explained our situation and they were 
all very good about it,” Evelyn said. Making 
half-payments came in very handy, especially 
when it came to rent. Even though they live in 
the Bowdoin apartment complex, alow-income 
housing project owned by the National 
Housing Ministries, scraping together the 
money every month wasn’t easy, they said. 

“When (Charles) got his unemployment 
check, if we had to pay the entire rent, we 
wouldn’t even have money left over for food,” 
Evelyn said 

Question #3, the Citizens for Limited 
Taxation, is something they both fear. 


“Question #3 will devastate the state of 


Massachusetts,” Evelyn said. “If you think 
(human service) programs are hurting now, 
you haven’t seen anything yet!” 

“No one is fooling anyone... they have to 
go up on taxes, not down,” Charles said, “but 
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if (taxes) do go up, give us what we putin. Put 
the money back into the schools, police and fire 
departments; not on guys who open doors for 
congressmen for $600 a week.” 

They are frustrated with the system, yet 
they realize further cuts and higher taxes are a 
definite possibility. 

“T think there is a lot of fat, a lot of waste 
in the management of this state,” Evelyn said. 
With the possibility of tougher times coming, 


in Mass. 


Charles thinks the responsible thing to do 
would be to trim the fat and leave the human 
services alone. 

Not all is doom and gloom in the Kayser 
household. When Charles’ unemployment 
benefits ran out, he got word he was picked out 
of 150 applicants for a job in an Everett-based 
company. 

“I know it’s all going to work out sooner or 
later,” he said. 


Center names Dillon 
as its new director 


By ABIGAIL KAPLAN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Beth Dillon, the new director for the Bright 
Horizons day care center, cares about your 
children. With a resume the size of an atlas, 
she is experienced. 

Her job pnor to Bright Horizons was with 
Community Team Work in Lowell, a day care 
center forabused children. Dillon was employed 
there for four and a half years and worked with 
mentally disturbed children. 

Asked how she managed to keep this apart 
from her family life, she said, “You train yourself 
not to take it home, or you can’t be in this field. 
I have really done a lot with that.” 

Unorganized office: Dillon said when she 
first came to NECC, “The place was in chaos, 
if you walked in this office a month ago it was 
a little disastrous, horrible.” Now weeks after 
her placement, she is satisfied. Dillon likes the 
way the center is run. There are 69 children 
attending. Most of these children’s parents are 
students at NECC. 

“This is the way I would like the program to 
continue,” she said. “It’s nerve racking enough 


} 
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Busy schedule 


“Tt’s nerve racking enough to 
30 back to school and then 
have to worry about where to 
place your child.” 


to go back to school and then have to worry 
about where to place your child.” 

Dillon has always been interested in working, 
with children. 

Future goals: “I know that’s what I was 
meant to do,” she said. Dillon began her career 
as a teacher’s aid and then worked her way up 
to teaching. She currently attends Springfield 
college on the weekends. Dillon’s goal is to 
become a therapist. 

“It’s just a matter of my credentials. If I 
want to complete my life as a Social Worker or 
get my doctorate in Psychology?” 


C. Evans photo 


BETH DILLON, new director, Bright Horizons Child Care Center. 
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Blues at its best 


Layla revealed Clapton’s unrequited love 


By CHRISTOPHER DROGOS 
Observer Arts@-Entertainment Editor 


Have you ever loved a woman/So much you 
tremble in pain/Have you ever loved a woman/ 
And you know you can’t leave her alone/ 
Something deep inside you/Won’t let you wreck 
your best friend’s home. 

Billy Myles’ lyrics summarize the dilemma 
Eric Clapton found himself in, which led to 
the creation of the album Layla, and Other 
Assorted Love Songs. 

Clapton was in love with Pattie Harrison, 
wife of Beatle George Harrison. The album is 
a combined cry of love and pain as a result of 
Clapton’s unrequited love. Driven by his 
feelings, expressing them through his guitar, 
Clapton created one of the greatest blues 
albums ever. 

New version: Recently, the album was 
digitally re-mastered and released as a boxed 
set, including alternative takes and a number 
of jams, as Derek and the Dominos, the Layla 
Sessions. Clapton and his band recorded un- 
der the false name in an attempt to allow the 
music, rather than Clapton’s fame, to sell the 
album. 

This set proves the music has endured 
under its own power. The title song, Layla, is 
still popular today, but all the other music 
deserves to be heard as well. This set provides 
an excellent opportunity for nouveau Clapton 
fans to see him at his bluesiest. After this 
double record set, Clapton never again released 
such a concentrated collection of blues. 

The band was made up of Clapton, guitar 
and vocals, Bobby Whitlock, keyboards and 
vocals, Jim Gordon, drums, and Carl Radle, 
bass. Duane Allman, of the Allman Brothers 
Band, also appears on most of the tracks. His 
unique style of slide guitar added a dimension 
to the album which Clapton couldn’t; 
therefore, their styles worked together rather 
than in opposition as is the usual case when 
guitar greats join forces. 

Excellent guitars: The twin guitars stand 
out on the songs Anyday, Key to the Highway, 
Tell the Truth, Why Does Love Got To Be So Sad, 
Little Wing, and Layla. Each of these songs is 
a guitar lover’s paradise as Allman and Clapton 
exchange solos. 

In comparison to the two slow blues 
numbers, Nobody Knows You When You're 
Down and Out and Have You Ever Loved A 
Woman, are more vehicles for Clapton’s blues 
prowess. Allman contributes excellent solos 
on these as well, but his area of expertise is on 
faster songs. 
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Layla, though, is the centerpiece of the 
album. From the opening guitar riff the song 
surges forth, enveloping the listener in the 
pain of Clapton’s suffering as he cries, I tried 
to give you consolation/When you’re old man 
had let you down/Like a fool, I fell in love with 
you/You turned my whole world upside down. 

Later he adds, Let’s make the best of the 
situation/ Before I finally go insane/Please don’t 
say we'll never find a way/Anad tell me all my 
love’s in vain. 

Chorus feelings: The chorus sums up 
and directs his feelings, Layla, you got me on 
my knees/Layla, I'm begging darling, please/ 
Layla, won’t you ease my worried mind? 


The original album deserved to be reis- 
sued as a digitally re-mastered set (it was 
reissued as a quick job to capitalize on the 
compact disc boom and the sound quality was 
terrible.) The addition of alternative masters, 
jams and outtakes, makes the set all the more 
worthwhile. 

The alternative masters segment shows 
how important the blues are as a live medium 
of expression. The two versions of Have You 
Ever Loved A Woman are as exciting as the 
final released version. Both feature Clapton as 
the only guitarist, and his solos are raw and 
primal. 

The three versions of Mean Old Worldshow 
its evolution from a rehearsal to a finished 
band version to a duet version featuring 
Clapton and Allman on guitar and Gordon 


on bass drum. Both finished versions capture 
the same intensity in different ways. 

The seven jams on the album recall the 70s 
when extended guitar solos and jams were 
commonplace in live performances. Some 
groups built reputations on them, such as the 
Allman Brothers and Santana, and were always 
exciting to listen to. What eventually occurred 
though, was a distaste for jams as groups were 
unable to generate excitement and the public 
became bored. 

Jamming roots: These jams, though, are 
rooted in the original tradition of jamming as 
a group of compatible musicians create music 
for the sake of creating something they enjoy. 
It’s a way of showing new ideas and working 
in a loose atmosphere, which in turn helps 
generate new ideas. 

There are no excesses here. The same 
musicianship which went into the Layla stu- 
dio album went into these jams. Jam IV 
includes the better part of the Allman Brothers 
Band playing with Clapton giving him a 
chance to work with a different rhythm sec- 
tion. The result, as with the other jams, is the 
creation of a unique and precious piece of 
music. 

The boxed set also includes a booklet 
printed on high quality paper and an essay on 
the band’s history. Also included is a listing of 
who played what on all of the songs including 
the jam. 

Finally, perhaps in recognition that this set 
is aimed at and made for die hard Clapton 
fans, included are copies of the actual tracking 
sheets which indicate how the music was 
recorded. One can see who overdubbed where 
and basically how the music was put together. 

Of the numerous boxed sets on the mar- 
ket, only a few are truly great. Many are worth 
purchasing by die hard fans or by the casual 
listener, such as Rod Stewart’s Storyteller, or 
the Allman Brother’s Dreams. They pale in 
comparison, though, to Bob Dylan’s Biograph, 
or Clapton’s Crossroads, and now Derek and 
the Dominos’ The Layla Sessions. 


Productive pain 


creates music 


“The album is a combined cry 
of love and pain. 

Driven by his feelings, ex- 
pressing them through his 
guitar, Clapton created one 


of the greatest blues albums 
ever.” 


Dixieland jazz band to play NECC library 


Group to feature combination of local players 


The NECC Foundation will present a free 
afternoon concert by the Dick Creeden All 
Stars on Sunday, Oct. 14, at 2 p.m 

The concert, to be held in the Bentley 
Library on the college’s Haverhill campus, 
will feature a mixture of Chicago and New 
Orleans style Dixie plus swing 

The band, which has had recent successes 
at the Down East Jazz Festival, New Hamp 
shire Seacoast Jazz Festival, and the New 
York Arts Festival, among others, is composed 
of Dick Creeden of Danvers on trumpet, Jerry 
Fuller, also of Danvers on clarinet, Don Doane 
of Portland, Maine on trombone, Tom Gal 
lant of Exeter, N.H. on piano, Jim Howe of 
Portsmouth, N.H. on bass, and Les Harris of 
Newburyport on drums. 

Creeden, whose granddaughter attends 
NECC, was the leader of the jazz band at the 
Village Green in the 60s and 70s and has 


“ 


Several styles 


“The concert, to be held in the 
Bentley Library on the col- 
leges’ Haverhill campus, will 
feature a mixture of Chicago 
and New Orleans style Dixie 
plus swing.” 


worked with such greats as Gene Krupa, 
Teddy Wilson, Jimmy Rushing, and Bobby 
Hackett among others 

For more information contact the NECC 
Public Information Office at 374-3862 


is and Entertainment Editor Chris Drogos’ 


Old style jazz 


THE DICK CREEDEN All Stars. 
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Taylor’s act 


delights all 


Combines humor and music 


By KEVIN HAYES 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Livingston Taylor returned to NECC and 
once again entertained a packed Bentley Li- 
brary Gallery. 

From the moment he hit the stage, his wit, 
musical versatility, unmistakable voice and his 
infallible entertainer’s instinct won the audi- 
ence over. 

The crowd knew what was coming. A 
blend of upbeat blues, a little country, blue- 
grass banjo picking, and some long, playful 
stories/songs. In the end, Taylor did not 
disappoint. 

Dressed in a plain white Oxford shirt, 
brown slacks and brown Hush Puppies, Taylor 
gave the appearance of being an everyday type 
of guy. 

Smooth showman: Onstage, Taylor is a 
relaxed performer who is quick to amuse an 
audience with his lighthearted, sense of hu- 
mor. 

Taylor had a slight problem with his first 
couple of songs. He kept stepping on his 


By KEVIN HAYES 
Observer Staff Reporter 


During the sound check, Livingston Taylor 
spoke to Observer staff reporter Kevin Hayes. 

Q. Did you go through a trial-and-error 
period before you knew what type of music 
you wanted to play? 

A. No, the type of music I play is the best 
music I know how to play. That’s what ev- 
erybody does and what happens is you hit it 
with your best shot and if people like it then 
that’s good and they’ll to watch you work. 
But, otherwise then you’ll have to something 
else fora living if people don’t like your music. 
No, there was no trial and error period. 

Q. Have you wanted to play music since 
you were a kid? 

A. I really wanted to be an entertainer 
since I was a kid. I do make music, but I make 
my living as an entertainer, and being a mu- 
sician is part of that. 

To be an entertainer requires a more 
rounded approach than just making music. 
You have to be able to speak, dance and 
emcee. Being an entertainer is like being a 
handyman-you need to be able to do lot’s of 
different stuff. If you’re going to be in show 

_ business, don’t say no. If they ask you can you 
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guitar cord, causing it to come unplugged 
from the sound system. People were so taken 
by his wit that the technical difficulties were 
quickly forgotten, however 

In the middle of the show, Leah Kunkel, 
the second opening act, returned for a duet 
with Taylor. They played two songs, one with 
Kunkel on piano and the other with Taylor on 
piano. Afterwards Taylor praised Kunkel for 
having a beautiful voice, saying “she’s such a 
treat to sing with.” 

Toward the end of the show Taylor brought 
out a banjo to play ten songs he thinks should 
never be played on banjo. Without delay, 
Taylor set in motion a fast twangy banjo vibe 
and began to belt out a medley of tunes 
starting with Your So Vain followed by 
Fernando. 

Amusing set: Next, he played the theme 
from the Brady bunch, followed by New York, 
New York, Jailhouse Rock and All The Girls 


Tve Loved Before. All were undoubtedly off 


Versatility key to entertainer’s 
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LIVINGSTON TAYLOR. 


do it, say yes-let them figure out you can’t do 
US 
Q. How do you like to be categorized? 
A. People say 'What kind of music do you 
play' and I say what kind of music will you pay 
to hear. If you’re paying to hear country 
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Talented showman 
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Livingston Taylor performs at his recent NECC concert. 


the beaten track and positively hilarious. 

The opening act featured David Harris, a 
31 year old singer /songwriter, guitarist from 
Los Angeles. Harris played a set of original 
songs with deceptively simple lyrics that one 
could get into without thinking too much 
about them, because he painted fine musical 
pictures. Some might think he’s just a bit too 
sensitive though. 

Second to take the stage was Kunkel. 


music, then I’m a country musician. If you’re 
paying to hear jazz, then I’m a jazz musician. 
I would say to someone booking me for the 
first time that I’m basically a folk singer and a 
pop singer. 

Q. Have the audiences for acoustic music 
changed since the mid 70s? 

A. I’m not aware of how audiences have 
changed. People are people, so that hasn’t 
changed, and every audience is unique so I’m 
not able to quantify a trend per se. 

Q. Can you see the shape of acoustic music 
to come? 

A. No, I really can’t. I mean all music is 
ultimately acoustic and it’s ultimately not 
acoustic. When I play tonight I’ll be amplified 
so is that acoustic music? Or if you go and see 
cutting edge synth rock, it’s acoustic because 
it arrives to you by something shaking air 
waves and those air waves coming into your 
ears. So acoustic music means that somebody’s 
playing an instrument that makes noise. What’s 
important is not how the music gets across, 
but rather the quality of the song is the 


important thing. So I don’t have any sense of 


the future of acoustic music. If the people 
coming along who are writing great songs 
play acoustic instruments, then I would sug- 
gest that the future of acoustic music is in very 
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People who don’t think they’ve ever heard 
her probably have. Kunkel sang backing vo- 
cals for Jackson Browne and on James Taylor’s 
Handyman album. 

She has also performed on duet records 
with Art Garfunkel and Jimmy Web. James 
Lee Stanley and Arlo Guthrie have both re- 
corded some of her songs. Her music was a bit 
tranquil, but she does have a magnificent 
voice and a good sense of humor. 


success — 


Audience pleaser 


“Tf youve paying to hear 
country music, then I'm a 
country musician. If youve 
paying to hear jazz, then ’'m 
a jaz musician.” 


good shape. If the people coming along who 
are writing the great songs are playing com- 
puters, then I’d say that computerized music 
is going to be in very great shape. So it isn’t 
the acoustic music, it’s the quality of the song. 

Q. Who are some of your favorite con- 
temporary artists? 

A. What happens now is that I don’t tend 
to have some favorites per se, I like parts of 
most things. I can enjoy listening to Muzakin 
an elevator. I like listening to commercials on 
television. I find that good music finds me, I 
don’t have to go find it. 
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Master runner 


DR. WILLIAM WRIGHT practices sprinting on NECC's track. 
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“For those who would like to get into track, it ts good for 
self improvement and feeling good about oneself” 


World class sprinter 
runs with gusto at 54 


By TRACY PELLETIER 
Observer Staff Reporter 


If you see a blur streaking towards the finish 
line ofa race, it might be 57 year-old William 
Wright Jr., assistant professor, behavioral 
sciences dept. 

A master track sprinter, Wright set records 
at 12 minutes and five seconds (12:05) in the 
100 meter and 26 minutes in the 200 meter, 
at the Concord, N.H. Senior Championships 
last month. 

Master track events allow various age groups 
to compete by arranging five-year age blocks. 

“There are people that are 90 years old,” 
Wright said. 

Gold medalist: “My best times are 12 
minutes and three seconds (12:03) in the 100 
meterand 25 minutes and eight seconds (25:08) 
in the 200 meter,” he said. In three years, he 
has won several gold medals and has set new 
precedents in sprinting. 

Mary Harada, professor, dept. of history 
and government, who also runs track, said 
Wright may run in the World Games in Finland. 

The National Master News, a publication 
specializing in track and field, placed him in the 
top five master sprinters in the world. 

“I am probably stronger than some of the 
younger guys here at NECC. I bench 300 
pounds on Nautillus,” Wright said. 

With a colorful athletic background, he 
played several letter sports in high school: 
football, baseball, basketball, and track. He 
made the All-American and Boston Globe All- 
Scholastic football teams, and played running 
back for Arizona State on a full football 
scholarship. 

Wright has trained at trackschoolsin Oregon 
and California in the past three years. He was 
coached by John Smith, a UCLA coach who is 
a former 440 yard Olympic champion and 
Dallas Cowboy football player. 


Training methods: Some of Wright's 
conditioning techniques include the goose 
step, skipping, the high-knee run and 
bounding. 

“These are all designed to maximize the 
sprint,” he said. 

His workout consists of six 110 meter runs, 
six 100 meter runs at 3/4 speed anda sprint up 
a large hill three days a week. 

Twice a week he works his entire body using 
weights and once a week he runs up four flights 
of stairs ten times. He also runs two 200 meter 
runs and finishes with ten laps in the pool. 

“T just enjoy myself,” Wright said. 

Harada said, “The work out is intensive for 
sprinters. Unlike long distance running, it is 
all-out and explosive. You are more liable to 
injury because there is such a pull on the 
muscles.” 

Nutrition important: Asked about vitamins, 
Wright said, “That’s my middle name.” He 
also drinks fresh-squeezed orange juice for 
breakfast, mixes a nutritional drink with lowfat 
milk for lunch and eats a regular meal in the 
evening. His one weakness is ice cream, 

Harada said the common denominators in 
track are discipline, seriousness, and 
competitiveness [to a certain extent]. 

“When I run, I compete against myself,” 
Wright said, adding his biggest challenge is 
trying to maintain a balance in seven main areas 
in his life: spiritual, mental, physical, family, 
financial, social and career. He strives for more 
positives than negatives in these areas, he said. 

“For those who would like to get into track, 
it is good for self-improvement and feeling 
good about oneself. It will give one a positive 
in the physical area,” Wright said. 

Wright’s wife said people put so much 
effort into track because it is exciting for them 
to chase their dreams and hopes of excellence. 

Her husband seems to have caught his 
dream. 


Adams division preview 


Bruins to take first place if team stays healthy and works hard 


By JASON LAJOIE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


For the past three years, the Adams Divi 
sion has given hockey fans the Wales Con- 
ference champion. One of the strongest di- 
visions in the league, it looks to be even 
stronger this year. 

The Adams is often called the black and 
blue division because of its hardnose play, and 
it may be even tougher on the teams this 
season. 

The Boston Bruins should win it again. 
They are coming back very strong with Reggie 
Lemelin and Andy Moog in goal. The defense 
looks solid with Ray Bourque leading the way. 
Look for Michael Thelven, Glen Wesley and 
Bob Beers to contribute a lot. 

Scoring needed: Their forwards are key. 
Cam Neely is all star material, but Dave Poulin, 
Craig Janney and Bob Carpenter must pick up 
their goal scoring. Acquiring Chris Nilan during 
the off-season gives them some much-needed 
muscle. If they stay healthy, Boston should win 
the division and the Stanley Cup. 

The Buffalo Sabres will finish second in a 
very close race. Daren Puppa and Clint 
Malarchuk have the skills to provide steady 
goaltending. Their defense is a question mark, 
however. Mike Ramsey, Uwe Krupp and Jay 
Wells will have to step up their play to cover the 
loss of Phil Housley. 

On offense, Dale Hawerchuk brings Buffalo 
a truckload of talent. Also, Pierre Turgeon, 
Alexander Mogilny and Rick Vaive are 
important offensive weapons. 

The Montreal Canadiens have a powerful 
team, but will finish third. Patrick Roy, possibly 


Battle ahead 


“The Adams division is often 
called the black and blue division 
because of its hardnose play, and 
may be even tougher on the teams 
this season.” 


the best goalie in the league, will need to come 
out due to the weak defense in front of him. 
Craig Ludwig and Petr Svoboda will have carry 
the load on defense. 

Offensive talent: Strong up front, Dennis 
Savard, Mike McPhee and Shayne Corson are 
the heart and soul of the Canadiens’ attack. 
This team is solid enough to challenge for the 
lead all year. 

The Hartford Whalers will place fourth. 
Peter Sidorkiewicz and Kay Whitmore provide 
good netminding. Dave Babych and Ulf 
Samuelsson make up the core of the defense. 
Ron Francis, Kevin Dineen and Pat Verbeek 
are the top three forwards. This team looks very 
good. 
The Quebec Nordiques will come in last, 
but for the most part they are looking to the 
future. 

This young, inexperienced team has Ron 
Tugnutt in net, defensemen Joe Cirella and 
Curtis Leschyshyn, and Joe Sakic and Everett 
Sanipass as key men up front. If this team is to 
contend for a playoff spot, they need to play as 
a team, not as individuals. 

Adams Division action will be tight all year. 
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Coach leaves over lost gear 


Giving it his all 


KNIGHTS FORWARD Randy Robitaille takes a shot on goal in a recent home 


game. 


L. Migliori photo 


(Continued from page one) 

for equipment not returned; a policy that I 
had never given either verbal or written ac- 
ceptance prior to my appointment as head 
basketball coach,” Boland said. 

Never signed: Boland said extensive ef- 
forts were made to return equipment. He also 
said he never signed any policy; it was verbally 
communicated after he was hired. 

“The long-standing policy of withholding 
coaches salaries for missing equipment is 
unethical, unprofessional and illegal,” Boland 
said. 

“Tt is common practice that responsibility 
for equipment falls within the aegis of the 
equipment manager, athletic director and 
administration,” he said. 

In Boland’s letter, he said he was suspicious 
of Bevilacqua’s motives because of his lengthy 
discussions with Hess, the timing of the Aug. 
23 letter and the threat of direct salary re- 
duction, 

“T took it as an insult; it was like a slap in 
the face,” Boland said. “ The policy is to cover 
their own tails; it’s asinine.” 

Bevilacqua said, “My motives were very 
clear, I wanted the money; I wanted the issue 
resolved, I think he thought we were fooling 
around.” 

Boland denied signing any forms, but 
admitted to having lost the three basketballs 


and plans to return a travel bag signed out by 
his assistant. 

Different priorities: “The athletic direc- 
tor, administration and I have different views 
on what basketball is about,” Boland said. 
“They’re thinking dollars and cents. I was 
there coaching a team, not to chase down 
players for uniforms. I did hold up my end of 
the bargain by all means possible.” 

Bevilacqua said, “I think it’s unfortunate 
that he chose to handle it that way. He didn’t 
have to deal with it in August; he had the 
option in March. All he had to do was make 
a reasonable effort.” 

Boland said he enjoyed coaching and 
wanted to come back, not to win the league, 
just to compete. 

“I’m very unhappy this occurred at such a 
late date, with all the recruiting done over the 
summer,” he said. “Unfortunately, I had no 
other alternative.” 

Bevilacqua said, “I think he handled it in 
a very unprofessional manner. I’m not just 
talking off the top of my head. I’m not just 
making allegations without foundation - I’ve 
got the back-up material.” 

“What makes me really angry is that I took 
his word that he’d do what he said he’d do,” 
Bevilacqua said. 

“Atthe time, I felt it was the humane thing 
to do, and I guess I got taken.” 


Knights’ catcher: experienced, enthusiastic 


L. Migliori photo 
SCOTT MCCLEAN, Knights’ catcher. 


By JAMIE ATKINSON 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The Knights have a potential all-star in catcher 
Scott McLean. 

Inarecent game against Emerson College, 
the powerful clean-up hitter was 5 for 5 at the 
plate, including hitting for the cycle (single, 
double, triple, homerun). McLean also drove 
in 7 RBI’s and scored 4 runs. 

McLean’s success dates back to his days at 
Newburyport High, where he graduated in 
1987. His play behind the plate earned him 
many honors in his senior year, including 
being named to the Boston Globe all scholastic 
first team and player of the year for the Cape 
Ann League. 

McLean said, “My greatest accomplish- 
ment came when I was named to the Boston 
Herald all scholastic first team. It was very 
exciting.” 

Good practice: Asked why he decided to 
go to NECC to pursue his baseball career 
McLean said, “I like NECC because it is close 
to home and gives me the practice I will need 
in order to play baseball at a bigger school.” 

McLean hopes to go on to play for Florida 
Institute of Technology after graduating. 

His play on the field shows his love for the 


Staffer picks weekend 
college football victors 


By JASON LAJOIE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


After six weeks of play, college football is 
starting to get down to the race for the 
national championship and the bow! bids. 
On Saturday, Oct. 13, Boston College will 
defeat Army-B.C. for two reasons. First of all, 
they are playing the game at Chestnut Hill, 


Mass. Secondly, the Army is not as strong of 


a team as they were in the past. 

Cross to win: Holy Cross vs. Brown-Holy 
Cross will have no trouble beating Brown. 
Their offense and defense are far superior to 
Brown’s. Brown’s only advantage is that the 
game is being played in Rhode Island. Holy 
Cross 30-13. 

New Hampshire vs. Colgate-U.N.H. has 
been playing good ball all year. They have 
beaten a lot of good teams, but Colgate will 
win this one. Colgate has home field advan- 
tage and a much larger football program than 
New Hampshire. 

Now for some of the ranked teams. 

Notre Dame vs. Air Force-N.D. is the 
strongest team in the nation. Chris Zorich 


and Todd Lyght are key on defense. Raghib 
“Rocket” Ismail is an all purpose threat as a 
running back, wide receiver and kick re- 
turner. Notra Dame is just too good to be 
beaten. N.D. 35-10. 

Big game: In the game of the day, Ten- 
nessee vs. Florida. Tennessee has three big 
runners which should lead them to victory. 
Florida has been one of the surprise teams of 
the year, but the talent of Tennessee will 
prevail. Tennessee 21-10. 

Miami vs. Kansas-This should be one of 
the more lopsided games of the year. Kansas 
defense will be no match for Miami’s high 
powered air game. Craig Erickson will have 
no trouble finding open receivers all day. 
Miami 49-7. 

Colorado vs. Iowa St.-Iowa St. is one of 
the “other” teams in the Big 8 conference. 
Colorado, on the other hand is a real power. 
This is the second to last tune up for the 
Colorado Buffaloes before they have to play 
Nebraska and Oklahoma. Q.B. Darian Hagen 
and R.B. Eric Bienemy will run all over lowa 
St. While Kanavis McGhee will lead a strong 
defense. Colorado 28-7. 


game. 

“T play the game because it is fun, and I 
enjoy being on a team,” he said. 

McLean’s teammates have nothing but 
praise for the catcher. 

Rich Cunningham, Knights’ pitcher, said, 
“McLean adds years of experience to the 
team and knows when to call the right pitch. 
We need him behind the plate because we are 
basically a young pitching staff, and we need 
a seasoned player behind the plate.” 

Beneficial presence: Kevin Bickford, a 
first baseman and pitcher, agreed. “McLean 
adds power, mobility, and a lot of experience 
to the younger players on the team,” he said. 

Shortstop Dan Paolino said, “We would 
still be a solid team, but Scott adds that extra 
punch we need to be competitive.” 

Cunningham said, “He adds his bat and 
his leadership quality. He is the type of 
ballplayer that is quiet, but hard-nosed. He 
lets his playing speak for itself.” 

McLean’s teammates say he is a big asset 
to a team that is loaded with potential. 

Not only is he an outstanding catcher, but 
he has a sense of humor. Asked why chose to 
be a catcher, he said, “Because I can’t field a 
ground ball.” 

Hitting heroes: “My baseball idol is Ted 
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KEVIN BICKFORD, Monica Briselden 
and Chris Kuchar play intramural golf. 
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Intramurals get underway 


Rich Cunningham, 
Knights’ pitcher 


“McLean adds years of expert- 
ence to the team and knows 
when to call the right pitch. 
We need him behind the plate 
because we are basically a 
young pitching staff, and we 
need a seasoned player behind 
the plate.” 


Williams. He is the greatest hitter of all time 
next to Ty Cobb,” McLean said. 

He said baseball is secondary to him because 
he always finds time to do his homework 
either between classes or after practice. School 
is a first priority. 


By JEFF RING 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Intramural sports give students an 
opportunity for a taste of college 
competition. NECC offers a wide 
variety of activities, ranging from flag 
football to ping-pong. 

Every student of every ability has a 
chance to participate in the sport of his 
or her choice. Over the past few years, 
NECC has offered these activities to the 
students, but there has been a lack of 
interest, however. 

Scott Bordeleau, intramural program 
coordinator, hopes this year’s activities 
will generate greater student interest. 

Activities offered include street 
hockey on Oct. 17; women’s 3 on 3 
basketball on Oct. 22; a video tourna- 
ment on Oct. 22; a pool tournament on 
Nov. 5; a ping-pong tournament on 
Nov. 19; a free-throw contest and an air 
hockey contest on Dec. 3. Intramural 
activities are advertised on bulletin 
boards around campus and sign ups are 
held in the gym lobby until December. 
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Locker room contro versy 


By LAURA A. MIGLIORI 
Observer Sports Editor 


Many years ago, women weren’t allowed to 
do the things men did. They were regarded as 
inferiors, unable to match men’s abilities. 

Through the years, women have defended 
their rights of equality by proving they are 
capable of doing a “man’s” job as well as men, 
or even better. Today, women are accepted as 
equals by law, but not completely by society 
They are police officers, construction work- 
ers, athletes and even part of military forces 

Women have come a long way, but are still 
faced with chauvinism and, above all, sexism. 
Some hold important positions in society, but 
behind closed doors they are often slandered 
and discriminated against. 

Sensitive issue: A profession clearly 
targeted by such rude behavior is the woman 
sports reporter. It is her job to cover sports 
events, and, whether male or female, it is her 
right to speak with athletes in the locker room. 
Some don’t feel comfortable with a woman in 
the locker room, even though she is just doing 
her job. 

A recent incident involving Boston Herald 
sports reporter Lisa Olson and the New England 
Patriots generated controversy in the sports 
world. Allegedly, Olson was sexually harassed 
by members of the Patriots while interviewing 
players in the locker room. 

According to the Associated Press (AP), the 
episode occurred on Sept. 17 while she 
interviewed Patriots’ defensive back Maurice 
Hurst at his locker. Olson said tight end Zeke 
Mowatt stood close to her, exposed himself 
and made sexual comments. Olson said five 
players were involved, but because she was too 
upset to look up, she couldn’t identify the 
others. 

Sexist behavior: The type of conduct 
displayed by these “professional” athletes was 
definitely uncalled for. It was unethical, 
unprofessional and disgusting. 

Boston Globe columnist Derrick Z. Jackson 
wrote on Sept. 28, “Mowatt has been given a 
scape goat’s penance of $2,000.” Mowatt makes 
$460,000 yearly. His $2,000 fine is the 
equivalent of an $87 
person making $20,000 a year 

Such a petty fine for such a gross violation 


speeding ticket for 


of human decency 
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According to Jackson and other reporters, 
Victor Kiam, Patriots owner, called Olson a 
“classic bitch.” He said letting women in locker 
rooms crosses the line of free speech. Kiam said 
the locker room is a man’s “castle.” 

After much controversy, Kiam claimed he 
called Olson an “aggressive one,” denying he 
He then apologized to 
Olson. She didn’t accept his apology because 
he told “blatant lies on television,” Olson said. 

Kiam made statements against Oson based 


said “classic bitch.” 


on rumors in the locker room 
Clearly unprofessional leadership and loosely 
stated words from an NFL team owner. 
Common sense: That she is a woman in a 


men’s locker room is not the issue. It is her 
right to be there — it’s her job, What kind of 
morals did these athletes grow up with? 
Obviously morals lacking respect and dignity if 


they cannot even control their innate desires 
towards a professional woman reporter. 

The locker room may be Kiam’s “castle,” 
but it isn’t considered trespassing when other 
males step inside. It isn’t owned by these 
gargoyle—athletes. 

When women reporters are in the locker 
room, it’s expected they receive some verbal 
teasing; it’s a test to see how the woman will 
react (surely she’d tease them back, notrunand 
cry). 

Mild, humorous verbal teasing may be 
acceptable (it’s part of human nature), but 
sexual harassment — displaying and waving 
genitals is quite extreme. 

Power of the press: Without the press, 
professional athletes would be nothing. They 
thrive on publicity, and prosper in the public 
eye. They should respect the persons who 
publicize them. Athletes have to expect to see 
reporters around them most of the time. It’s 
part of the media’s and a professional athlete’s 


Reporters embarrass some 


NECC players value their right of privacy; question media’s role 


By MATT MCGRATH 
Staff Reporter 


Campus reaction to the New England Patri- 
ots controversy varies, as students remain 
divided about whether a woman reporter 
should be allowed in the locker room after a 
game. 

Last month, Lisa Olson, a Boston Herald 
sports writer, was interviewing members of 
the team when five players allegedly ap- 
proached her and made sexually offensive 
remarks while waving their genitals. 

The players involved, who remain un- 
known except for tight end Zeke Mowatt, say 
she deserved the treatment she received. They 
claim she was there not just to interview the 
players, but to look at their nude bodies. 

The Patriots organization said it was stated 
at the beginning of the season they would 
prefer no women in the locker room. A 
former Sports Illustrated writers’ lawsuit 
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against the New York Yankees in 1978 re- 
sulted in a law granting equal access to the 
locker room for reporters, male or female. 

Privacy rights: The Hera/d claims Olson is 
just a reporter trying to do her job. The 
newspaper says she has every right to be there 
and technically, they are correct. 

But, do the players have a right to their 
privacy? This incident has sparked nationwide 
controversy pitting a newspaper against the 
local team. 

After interviewing several players on the 
NECC baseball team, the general feeling backed 
the Patriots. Asked if they would be offended 
if a female sports writer entered their locker 
room after a game, feelings were mixed, 
however. 

Rudd Brown, a Knights’ pitcher, thinks he 
will encounter this problem when he is in the 
major leagues. 

“The locker room is no place fora woman. 
I don’t want any girl looking at my nude body 


if I don’t know her.” 

No problem: Kevin Bickford, also a pitcher, 
said, “I would not mind at all if a female 
reporter wanted to interview me in the locker 
room. I would not be embarrassed or offended.” 

The majority of the players asked think they 
should have their right to privacy. 

Donna Johnson, athletic intramural/ 
recreation technician, said, “If a team decides 
as a team not to allow women in the locker 
room, then women should not be allowed in 
the locker room.” 

What if the roles were reversed? Would a 
male reporter be allowed into the female locker 
room after a women’s tennis match to conduct 
an interview while they were getting in and out 
of the shower? 

Double standard: Suzy Hartigan an ex- 
high school athlete and NECC student, said, 
“Ifa man can’t go in women’s locker rooms, 
then a woman can’t go in a man’s, You should 
at least be allowed to get dressed.” 


Player conduct 


“Instead of venting anger 
towards Olson by rudely 
exposing their genitals, they 
should have confronted the 
Herald (who sent her in 
there). If male athletes could 
treat the woman sports re- 
porter as a person and not a 
sex object, equality could be 
achieved.” 


role. 

To cease this controversy about women in 
the lockerroom,a pressroom should be available 
adjacent to the locker room. Since male 
reporters aren’t allowed in female lockerrooms, 
this solution would also maintain equality 
between the sexes. The athletes do need some 
privacy. 

Need for professionalism: Still, the players 
shouldn’t have acted as they did. Instead of 
venting anger towards Olson by rudely exposing 
their genitals, they should have confronted the 
Herald (who sent her in there). 

If male athletes treat the woman sports 
reporter as a persom and not a sex object, 
equality could be achieved. Maybe their egos 
influenced their actions, or maybe their level of 
maturity was a factor. Whatever the reason, 
there is no excuse. 

Boston Globe columnist Mike Barnicle said: 

Ive always admired sportswriters. Nobody 
has to deal with a larger collection of dumb, 
venal, petty, selfish, money—grubbing, sexually 
deranged egomaniacs. 

To say women don’t belong in the Jocker 
room is a biased statement; men aad women 
don’t belong in the locker room 

Women also used to “belong in the 
kitchen,” but they’ve been out of there for a 
long time. 
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AP photo 
LISA OLSON, Boston Herald sports re- 
porter involved in recent controversy 
with the New England Patriots. 
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